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“As |s the Day” 


By Katherine Faver Glass 


ONCE cried out against an unknown way, 
«« Why dim the future im obscurity?’’ 
But now I understand, “As is the day, 
So shall thy strength be given.’’ Kind 
decree ‘ 
By granting vision for one day alone, 
To lead us gently toward the unforeseen. 
Eyes tuned to light must gradually be shown 
The coming darkness of a deep ravine. 
For had I known that you would not come 
back, 
Had comprehended suddenly my loss, 
Eyes blinded by the unaccustomed black 
Would not have glimpsed His hand be- 
neath my cross. 


w 


Deliverance in the Furnace 
Furnace fires sometimes start up 
around us with startling unexpectedness. 
What then? ‘Let us “Remember Jesus 
Christ.” The hottest flames cannot hurt 
him, and we are in him, and he in us. 
Three young men once had a glorious 
experience in a burning fiery furnace, 
for which they praised God the rest of 
their lives and will continue to praise 
him through eternity. They were cast 
into the furnace by the greatest earthly 
king this world has ever known. And 
what happened? Dr. Northcote Deck 
has well said: “God caused the flames 





to burn with a wonderful discrimination, 
so that, though their bonds were con- 
sumed in an instant, not a hair of their 
heads was singed, nor the smell of fire 
passed upon them. And God can still 
control the flames of every sore trial 
and affliction. And have we no bonds? 
In the furnace they had a marvelous 
interview with the Son of God. This 
never-to-be-forgotten meeting was, no 
doubt, the outstanding event of these 
Hebrews’ lives. When calm has come 
again after the trial, do we not realize 
that then was the time of God’s greatest 
nearness, and our greatest privilege?” 
It is better to be in the midst of the 
burning fiery furnace with Christ, than 
to be outside without him. 


x 
God Better than Evolution 


Evolution — that strange and impos- 
sible theory of “profane and vain bab- 
blings . . . of science falsely so called” 
(1 Tim. 6:20), could never do what 
God does. The brilliant articles recently 
published in THe Sunpay ScHoo.t TIMEs 
on “Mistakes God Did Not Make” have 
brought this out with convincing final- 
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ity, by massing many incontrovertible 
scientific facts. Another beautiful evi- 
dence of God’s omniscient and omnipo- 
tent care of this world was brought out 
half a dozen years ago by the discovery 
of two British Indian scientists of Alla- 
habad University, as reported in Nature, 
the official British science journal. It is 
well known that the direct rays of the 
sun, if they struck unhindered and un- 
filtered upon this earth, would prove to 
be death rays, destroying human beings 
with their lethal short wave-lengths. 
But God so created the sun and the 
earth and the atmosphere between that 
these death rays never get all the way 
through. The British Indian scientists 
discovered, in their chemical laboratory, 
that the “last and lowest plunge down- 
ward [of the sun’s rays] is taken in 
expending their energies to form the 
formaldehyde,” thus making a _ great 
antiseptic layer of this commonplace dis- 
infectant around the earth, so that the 
human race may live and not die. If 
the created universe had been left to 
the loving care of bljnd evolution, it 
could not be said that “Evolution saw 
everything that it had made, and, be- 
hold, it was very good” (Gen. 1:31). 


Why Did the Jews Reject Christ? 


EVEN years ago a very beautiful 
group of buildings was dedicated 
in Jerusalem. High above the rest 
of the buildings stands a lofty edifice 
that bears the impressive name, “Jesus 
Tower.” The tower and the buildings 
are the new Y. M. C. A. group, given 
by a generous American. The tower 
looks upon the Mount of Olives, and 
high on the facade are engraved Isaiah’s 
words, “Thine eyes shall see Jerusalem 
a quiet habitation.” The buildings and 
the Jesus Tower were given as “a me- 
morial and pious offering to the One 
Lord, God of Christian, Jew, and Mos- 
lem alike.” Arab, Jew, and Christian 
participated in the dedication ceremony. 
An important question is raised by 
these facts. Can God really honor and 
use, for the best blessing of men, build- 
ings given with this avowed purpose? 
Last August a popular magazine of 
enormous circulation, The Saturday Eve- 


ning Post, published an article by Will 
Durant which was widely discussed by 
Christian people: “The Crisis in Chris- 
tianity.” A better title might have been, 
“The Crisis in Christendom.” For 
nowhere in this extended discussion of - 
its subject was there any intimation that 
the author knew what true Christianity 
is as revealed in the Scriptures. Chris- 
tianity was defined as “sincere accept- 
ance of the moral ideals of Christ,” 
which could properly invite into its 
membership “any person, of whatever 
race or theology, who is willing to re- 
ceive those ideals as the test and goal 
of his conduct and development.” That 
the world is in a vitally serious religious 
crisis there can be no question. But 
this widely heralded article left the real 
crisis untouched. 

Nineteen centuries ago any widely cir- 
culated periodical in the Roman Empire 
-—had there been such publications then 
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— might well have published an article 
on “The Crisis in Israel,” or “The Crisis 
in Judaism.” And what precipitated 
such a crisis then? A man had appeared 
in Israel about whom there was wide- 
spread discussion and disagreement. He 
had done challenging, startling things 
in Jerusalem, close by the site of the 
beautiful Y. M. C. A. buildings and the 
Jesus Tower of today. Indeed, his name 
was Jesus. He was a Jew, and he had 
a small following among Jews, but he 
aroused an increasingly large and deiter- 
mined opposition among his own people 
— especially among the highest religious 
leaders of the Chosen People. To the 
little group of a dozen disciples, and to 
a few other very intimate friends, this 
man made startling claims for himself; 
at other times he made the same claims 
to larger numbers. “I am the bread of 
life,” he said; “he that cometh to me 
shall never hunger; and he that be- 
lieveth on me shall never thirst” (John 
6:35). “And this is the will of him that 
sent me, that every one which seeth the 
Son, and believeth on him, may have 
everlasting life: and I will raise him 
up at the last day” (John 6:40). 

That was too much for the Jews. They 
“murmured at him, because he said, I 
am the bread which came down from 
heaven. And they said, Is not this 
Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose father 
and mother we know? how is it then 
that he saith, I came down from 
heaven?” 

To some of the religious leaders of 
the Jews this man Jesus said: “Ye.. 
shall die in your sins: whither I go, 
ye cannot come. ... Ye are from be- 
neath; I am from above” (John 8:21-23). 
When they asked him plainly who he 
was, he reminded them that he was 
“Even the same that I said unto you 
from the beginning.” He offered to 
set them free from the power of sin; 
indignantly they rejected his offer, 
claiming that Abraham was their father. 
He made an amazing answer: “Your 
father Abraham rejoiced to see my day: 
and he saw it, and was glad.” When 
the Jews challenged this statement as 
an utter impossibility, Jesus replied: 
“Verily, verily, I say unto you, Before 
Abraham was, I am.” Again that was 
too much! “Then took they up stones 
to cast at him.” It was useless; his time 
had not come; and he “went out of the 
temple, going through the midst of them, 
and so passed by.” 

But there were Jews, a few of them, 
who dared to believe the man from 
Nazareth, the Lord Jesus Christ. When 
he asked his intimate disciple-friends, 
“Will ye also go away?” Simon Peter 
answered for them all: “Lord, to whom 
shall we go? thou hast the words of 
eternal life. And we believe and are 


sure that thou art that Christ, the Son 
of the living God” (John 6:67-69). 
There were still others who, before ' 
these disciples had ever seen or heard 
Christ, instantly recognized him as the 
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unique and divine Son of God. When 
the babe Jesus was brought by his 
mother and Joseph to the Temple at Je- 
rusalem, an aged man was there, named 
Simeon. God had specially spoken to 
him, promising that “he should not see 
death, before he had seen the Lord’s 
Christ” (Luke 2:26). And when he saw 
the babe brought in he knew that God 
had kept his promise, and he praised 
God, for “mine eyes have seen thy sal- 
vation, which thou hast prepared be- 
fore the face of all people; a light to 
lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of 
thy people Israel.” 

An aged woman Anna had a similar 
experience. As she came into the Tem- 
ple and saw the babe, she “gave thanks 
likewise unto the Lord, and spake of 
him to all them that looked for redemp- 
tion in Jerusalem.” 

Not only these two, and the disciples, 
but also the family of friends at Beth- 
any, Mary, Martha, and Lazarus, and still 
other Jews, more than five hundred (1 
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Cor. 15:6), came to recognize this man 
Jesus as the only Son of God, one who 
was not only man but who had always 
been, is today, and always will be the 
eternal God, just as he declared before 
the Jewish Sanhedrin when they asked 
him whether he was a member of the 
Godhead and he answered: “I am: and 
ye shall see the Son of man sitting on 
the right hand of power, and coming in 
the clouds cf heaven” (Mark 14:62). 

He was crucified for this. The Jews 
to whom he made this momentous claim 
called it blasphemy —as it would have 
been if it had not been true. But it 
was true, and it is declared to be the 
truth throughout all the Scriptures, Old 
Testament and New. 

Why, then, did certain Jews reject 
Jesus as their Lord and their God, and 
why did other Jews receive him, believe 
him, and worship him? They all had 
the same Old Testament Scriptures that 
gave detailed predictions about the Per- 

(Continued on page 72) 














Notes ON OPEN LETTERS 











How Observe the Lord’s Supper? 


I have two friends, both good Bible 
students. One says that the Lord’s supper 
should be a very solemn occasion, the 
other says it should be a time of rejoicing. 
I would like to have your opinion.—A 
New Jersey reader. 

Why not both? Certainly our observ- 
ance of the Lord’s supper, showing forth 
“the Lord’s death till he come” (1 Cor. 
11:26), should be a time of solemn heart- 
searching at the foot of the cross; a time 
for fresh realization of the unspeakable 
suffering of the Son of God, who “hum- 
bled himself, and became obedient unto 
death, even the death of the cross” (Phil. 
2:8), and who for our sakes endured 
the cross and its shame, “endured such 
contradiction of sinners against himself” 
(Heb. 12:2, 3), and by his shed blood 
and death blotted out “the handwriting 
of ordinances that was against us, which 
was contrary to us, and took it out of 
the way, nailing it to his cross” (Col. 
2:14). It was on that cross of Calvary 
that the sinless Son of God “washed us 
from our sins in his own blood” (Rev. 
1:5). How can we worthily partake of 
the Lord’s supper unless in reverént, 
grateful solemnity we remember what 
it meant to him and what it means 
to us? 

And because of all this, having not 
yet seen the Lord, we love him “in 
whom, though now ye see him not, yet 
believing, ye rejoice with joy unspeak- 
able and full of glory: receiving ‘the 
end of your faith, even the salvation 
of your souls” (1 Pet. 1:8, 9). We have 
received the gracious and wonderful 
command to “Rejoice in the Lord al- 








way: and again I say, Rejoice” (Phil. 
4:4). If we obey this divine command 
and precious privilege, we shall remem- 
ber that “alway” includes the Lord’s 
supper, and we shall rejoice then. 


x 
The Bethlehem Birth 


In your Christmas Number of Decem- 
ber 2 mention was made of “Telling the 
Christmas Story Correctly.” I would add, 
to the common mistakes there corrected, 
another error which is prevalent. From 
song and story, pulpit and press, we hear 
that Jesus was born in a manger. This 
statement is not only confusing, but also 
erroneous, diverting the mind from the 
beauty of the story. In Luke 2:7 we read: 
“And she brought forth her firstborn son, 
and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, 
and laid him in a manger.”—A Pennsyl- 
vania reader, 

This reader is correct in calling atten- 
tion to the fact that, while “there was 
no room for them in the inn” and there- 
fore Joseph and Mary were obliged to 
lodge in a stable, the birth of the holy 
Babe was not in a manger, but he was 
tenderly laid there after he was born. 
The Davis Bible Dictionary makes the 
interesting comment that the stable 
“may have been, as early tradition af- 
firms, in a cave near the town. Such 
caves were orten used about Bethlehem 
for stables. We are not told that any 
cattle were occupying the stable. It may 
have been unused at the time. Nor 
would a stable in that country and 
among that people have seemed as of- 
fensive a lodging place as it might with 
us; but it was a lowly abode for the 
birthplace of Messiah.” 
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Shall the Pope Be “Supreme Arbiter’? 


Let us frankly face the consequences of giving him universal leadership 
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By J. B. Rowell, Th.D. 














AST spring, on a Sunday evening, 
March 19, the Roman Catholic 
Bishop of Salt Lake City summar- 

ized the world’s great need of leader- 
ship, and proposed the Pope as the 
logical man of the moment. In speaking 
on the Temporal Power he said, in effect: 
“The Pope is the subject of no earthly 
prince; he is sovereign in his own state 
—the Vatican City. What the world 
needs is a universal leadership free from 
a national and political outlook. The Ro- 
man Catholic Church offers to the world 
the universal leadership of the Pope.” 

For more than a hundred years the 
Church of Rome by craft and intrigue 
has sought to secure the annulment of 
Protestant laws, and step by step to 
work her way into positions of trust and 
prominence. In our own day we are 
accustomed to her ready adaptation to 
conditions, and her assumption, by radio 
and press, of charitable sentiments and 
expressions of liberty for all in thought 
and faith. All of this is but preparing 
for a further step such as that suggested 
by the Roman Catholic Bishop. His- 
tory is full of warnings from our fore- 
fathers. Their testimony would pro- 
nounce as supreme folly any proposal to 
make the Roman Pontiff “Supreme 
Arbiter.” For it is the policy and pur- 
pose of every Pope who comes to the 
popedom to seek to bring pimself and 
his Church into a supremacy correspond- 
ing to the authoritative claims of the 
Papacy. What those claims are we shall 
see in these articles. And the present 
pleas of the Roman Church are strangely 
inharmonious with the authorized intol- 
erance which marked her relationship 
toward others in the days when she was 
supreme, 


Rome’s Unchanged Motto 


In-our own day Rome points to the 
impotence of statesmen to manage the 
ship of state, and the ineffectiveness of 
the League of Nations in the matter of 
arbitration, and there is truth in the 
assertion that the world needs leader- 
ship. However, as Rome asks that the 
seat of power and arbitration be given 
to her representative, the Pope, she might 
in all honesty hand to the kings, presi- 
dents, and statesmen of the various 
nations a copy of her Canon Law with 
the words written across it, “Semper 
Eadem.” “Always the same” is the boast 
of the Church of Rome. We have no 
need to ask for the Pope’s credentials. 
All we need to know has already been 
published, but, folly of follies, thousands 
seem willing to accept the specially pre- 





A new-old menace is confronting 
the world of today. ~For the United 
States of America it takes on a sur- 
prisingly sinister aspect, because it 
is being helped forward by Presi- 
dent Roosevelt. 


In March of last year a Roman 
Catholic Bishop in America offered 
the world the universal leadership 
of the Pope. And in Christmas week, 
1939, the President addressed a let- 
ter to the Pope of Rome delicately 
suggesting that they work together 
for the peace of the world. Fur- 
ther than that, President Roosevelt 
announced the appointment, as his 
personal representative to the Vati- 
can, of a prominent and experienced 
Protestant American businessman, 
Myron Taylor, to have the rank of 
Ambassador, but without the title. 


What does all this mean? Is it 
only, as some would tell us, a harm- 
less and highly commendable effort 
on the part of two great men to 
bring peace to a warring world? Or 
has it possibilities of the most dan- 
gerous character? 


The Sunday School Times is for- 
tunate in being able to give its 
readers, this week and next, two 
articles that should leave one in no 
doubt. Dr. J. B. Rowell, Pastor of 
Central Baptist Church in Victoria, 
British Columbia, and a long-time 
friend of the Editor, has studied the 
Roman Catholic situation and con- 
troversy for more than thirty years, 
and has brought together indisput- 
able and documented facts that 
should be known to Christian peo- 
ple everywhere. 


This week’s article shows the move- 
ment that has been going on, hardly 
suspected, but in strategic parts of 
the world, by Protestants as well as 
Catholics, to put the Pope at the 
head of Christendom. It also gives 
a revealing and alarming sight of 
what this would eventually mean. 


Next week Dr. Rowell will discuss, 
without reservation, the meaning of 
President Roosevelt’s recent actions, 
why the Pope is so grateful to the 
President, and what is the duty of 
a loyal Roman Catholic in Britain, 
or America, or any other country, 
toward his national ruler as con- 
trasted with his duty toward the 
Pope. Some of the facts brought 
out seem incredible — but they are 
FACTS! 


pared self-advertisements of the Papacy 
without ever investigating them. 

For years Breat Britain has had her 
Envoy at the Vatican, and, though not 
generally known, there has been the re- 
cent appointment of a Papal “Apostolic 
Delegate” to England. While we cannot 
over-estimate the significance of this 
retrograde step for the Old Land, we 
are struck with the ominous signs in 
America. A report last spring stated: 
“Not only Christian but public senti- 
ment has been a little bewildered by 
the extraordinary official homage with 
which Cardinal Mundelein has been pur- 
sued by order of the American Govern- 
ment. Upon his arrival at Naples, the 
American Ambassador, according to in- 
structions from Washington, accom- 
panied by his entire staff, including the 
military attaché, kowtowed to the Chi- 
cago Prelate. The Americans looked as 
if they were part of the Fascist troop 
that had been sent down from Rome on 
an earlier train. A similar official recog- 
nition was extended to the Cardinal upon 
his return to New York when both the 
Collector of the Port and the President’s 
legal advisor, Thomas Corcoran, waited 
upon the ‘Eminence from Illinois,’ It is 
now generally admitted, with a tinge of 
boastfulness, that Cardinal Mundelein 
brought assurances to Rome that the 
American Government would within a 
very short time officially recognize a 
new Apostolic Delegate with full diplo- 
matic powers, the same as any other 
foreign representative accredited to the 
‘Holy See.’” (The Churchman’s Maga- 
zine, March, 1939.) 


Catholicism — “The Only Religion” 


“That the Catholic religion should be 
the only religion of the state, to the 
exclusion of all other forms of worship,” 
may not be the attainment of the Church 
of Rome, but it is certainly her ambition 
and aim. This expression of Rome’s 
claim is from her recognized, authorita- 
tive standard, viz., the Syllabus of Pope 
Pius IX, issued December 8th, 1864, 
which is binding on all members of her 
communion. 

The proposal to set the Pope of Rome 
in the position of “Supreme Arbiter” at 
the head of Christendom is being ac- 
corded wide publicity. The Church of 
Rome believes in throwing out sugges- 
tions which, like seeds, will bring forth 
fruit in some soil. The writer heard 
the Roman Catholic Bishop in Salt Lake 
City speaking of his Church’s offer of 
her Pope for the place of universal lead- 
ership. Stranger than this is the fact 
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that the Archbishop of Canterbury has 
recently volunteered the same proposal, 
while Lord Halifax, the British Foreign 
Secretary, advocated this amazing over- 
ture in the House of Lords. How quickly 
the world forgets the past, the Dark 
Ages, the tyranny, the thralldom! 

The Pope could, in all honesty, be- 
come the leader of Christendom on only 
one condition: that there be no compro- 
mise with any of the established prin- 
ciples of his Church. Every Protestant 
ought to know that the avowed purpose 
of the Roman Church is as expressed in 
the Syllabus quoted above, “that the 
Catholic religion should be the only re- 
ligion of the state, to the exclusion of 
all other forms of worship.” 

Students of history know that the 
Church of Rome has been working to 
this end ever since the Reformation, and 
yet how few are awake to the signifi- 
cance of the happenings in our own day. 
All thinking people must be impressed 
with the tremendous meaning and pos- 
sibility lurking in the suggestions men- 
tioned above, which are being broadcast 
far and wide. It should be as clear as 
daylight that the Pope cannot be di- 
vorced from the Canon Law of his 
Church, and since such Canon Law con- 
stitutes the guiding principles of both 
Pope and Cardinals, we must acquaint 
ourselves with this law. 

The Canon Law of the Church of 
Rome is made up of thousands of bulls, 
briefs, and official documents issued 
through the centuries. This law deals 
with all the relationships in life, relig- 
ious, political, and social. It advocates 
its enforcement by temporal and physi- 
cal punishments. The past interprets the 
present. To know a man or system in 
the present, it is necessary to know 
what was their attitude when possessed 
of certain privileges and powers in the 
past. How did they use their privileges 
when they sat in the seat of authority? 

In former times, the Pope’s Legate 
established his tribunal in a country, 
and sought to conduct his relationship 
to the State according to the Canon Law 
of his Church. The recently appointed 
Apostolic Delegate in England, and the 
like official who may be accepted by the 
American Government, may not openly 
govern according to their full pontifical 
powers, but it is always the’ declared 
intention of the Church of Rome that 
her official representatives shall conduct 
and control according to the powers 
delegated by the Pope as Divine vicere- 
gent, whereby they may adjudicate in 
matters ecclesiastical and temporal. 

The Vatican Council of 1870 set its 
approval upon her Canon Law, and no 
one can demand a higher authority. It 
fell to the lot of a Professor of Canonical 
Law, Dr. G. F. Von Schulte of Prague, 
to put within the reach of all a syn- 
opsis of Rome’s Canon Law, and this 
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was published in his” book entitied, 
“Power of the Roman Popes over 
Princes, Countries, Nations and Individ- 
uals.” This was given to the public 
some forty or fifty years ago by various 
writers, including Dr. J. A. Wylie and 
Isaac’ J. Lansing, M.A. Dr. Von Shulte 
was well able to speak for his Church 
because of his position as Professor of 
Canonical Law. The summarization of 
Rome’s Canon Law as given by the 
professor will enable readers to become 
familiar with some of the main claims 
made in that bulky code. The profes- 
sor’s book was published as recently as 
1871, and as we go through this sum- 
mary,.let us ask ourselves how we would 
like the countries of the world to be 
governed according to these principles. 


Unlimited Power Over the World 


“I, All human power is from evil, and 
must therefore be standing under the 
Pope. 


“TI. The temporal powers must act un- 
conditionally, in accordance with the 
orders of the spiritual. 


“III. The Church is empowered to 
grant, or to take away, any temporal 
possession. 

“IV. The Pope has the right to give 
countries and nations which are non- 
Catholic to Catholic regents, who can 
reduce them to slavery. 


“V. The Pope can make slaves of those 
Christian subjects whose prince or rul- 
ing power is interdicted. by the Pope. 

“VII. The Church has the right to 
practice the unconditional censure of 
books. 


“VIII. The Pope has the right to annul 
State Laws, Treaties, Constitutions, etc.; 
and to absolve from obedience thereto, 
as soon as they seem detrimental to the 
rights of the Church, or those of the 
clergy. 

“IX. The Pope possesses the right of 
admonishing — and, if need be, of pun- 
ishing —the temporal rulers, emperors, 
and kings; as well as of drawing them 
before the spiritual forum in any case 
in which a mortal sin occurs. 


“XI. The Pope has the right to ab- 
solve from oaths and obedience to the 
persons and the laws of the princes 
whom he excommunicates. 


“XII. The Pope can annul all legal re- 
lations of those ‘in ban,’ (that is, under 
Papal censure), especially their marri- 
ages. 

“XIII. The Pope can release from 
every obligation, oath, vow, either be- 
fore or after being made. 

“XIV. The. execution of Papal com- 
mands for the persecution of heretics 
causes remission of sins. 

“XV. He who kills one that is excom- 
municated is no murderer in a legal 
sense.” 

The same Professor continues: “It has 
been proved that the Popes, according 
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to their own teaching, have full and 
unlimited power over the world — coun- 
tries, nations, oceans, reigns of all kinds, 
emperors, kings, and all authorities.” 
Here then are the Pope’s credentials! 
What supreme folly to suggest that, with 
these as his principles, the Pope be the 
head and councilor of Christendom ! 
As we study these claims of the Papacy 
we can understand, at least in part, how 
stirred the soul of the Right Hon. W. E. 
Gladstone must have been, when, speak- 
ing of the Pope, he said: “But I see 
this great personage, under ill advice, 
aiming heavy and, as far as he can make 
them so, deadly blows at the freedom of 
mankind, and therein not only at the 
structure of society, but at the very con- 
stitution of our nature, and the high 
designs of Providence for trying and 
training it.” (“Vaticanism,” 1875, p. 111.) 
Our Lord and Saviour declared, “If the 
Son shall make you free, ye shall be 
free indeed,” and the Holy Spirit, 
through the apostle Paul, gave us the 
admonition which we might well apply 
to the present situation: “Stand fast 
therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ 
hath made us free, dnd be not entan- 
gled again with the yoke of bondage.” 
The tremendous recent happenings 
quicken the desire to sound a timely 
warning to Christians everywhere that 
special supplication be made to the God 
of all Grace that Christians may be 
aroused from their lethargy, and the 
nations be saved from being subjugated 
to the appalling tyranny of the Papacy. 


(To be concluded next week) 
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Sunday School in Wartime 


By E. Edmunds 


ODAY, November 26, has been a 

day of gales and rain here. But 
we have had a really happy afternoon 
in our Girls’ Sunday School. 

For the past twelve Sundays we have 
had no class teaching, as we met in 
the nave of the church, as mentioned 
in a previous article (Trwes, Oct. 7, 
1939). Today we were able to use our 
church room once more, though there 
was a huge cupboard in it, to which 
the St. John’s Ambulance: men must 
have access at once, if there should be 
a “warbling note” on the siren, which 
is an air raid warning; and though 
stretchers were stacked at the other 
end of the room in all their suggestive- 
ness. We were obliged to use the elec- 
tric light all the time, because the lower 
parts of the windows were blocked by 
sandbags outside, and most of the upper 
obscured by blackout curtains inside. 

The dear children came in, all smiles, 
between the dripping and saturated 
piles of camouflaged sandbags. The 
Hailsham girls went straight to the 
classes they last occupied in August, 
and were reunited to their hymn books 
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and class registers. Then the evacuees 
were divid8€d among the classes accord- 
ing to their ages. 

We began with instructions as to what 
must be done if the siren sounded. Then, 
because of the stormy wind fulfilling His 
word at the moment, and other special 
perils, we sang, “Eternal Father, strong 
to save,” and many were certainly pray- 
ing as they sang. We had a teacher for 
each class, thank God. You may think, 
“But why not?” Things are not as sim- 
ple as all that in these days in England! 

When lessons and marking were over, 
and the Scripture Union Portion read, a 
few teachers had to leave us, ten min- 
utes before school closed, since the eve- 
ning service is now held in church in 
the afternoon, and begins at the moment 
our school ends. In their absence we 
revised the Bible verses learned during 
our twelve weeks’ exile, and suggested 
that all who could, should write them 
out and bring them next Sunday when 
“We should see what we should see,” 
a cryptic announcement received with 
marked approval. It was sweet to hear 
the children’s voices repeating the Word 
of God, and to find how well they re- 
membered what they had memorized by 
repetition in the church in the midst of 
such distractions as the arrival of early 
comers to the church service, and, on 
three occasions, a christening in another 
part of the small village church. 

These were the verses they repeated: 

All we like sheep have gone astray (Isa. 
53:6). 

The Son of God, who loved me, and gave 
himself for me (Gal. 2:20). 

All have sinned (Rom. 3:23). 

Christ Jesus came into the world to save 
sinners (1 Tim. 1:15). / 

The Lord is my shepherd (Psa. 23:1). 

Jesus saith ..., I am the way, the truth, 
and the life (John 14:6). (This verse is 
painted over the chancel arch in the 
church.) 

Go ye into all the world, and preach the 
gospel to every creature (Mark 16:15) 
(learned on Missionary Sunday). 

Wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow 
(Psa. 51:7). 

In God have I put my trust; I will not 
be afraid (Psa. 56:4, R. V.). 

The most High ruleth in the kingdom of 
men (Dan. 4:17). 

John 3:16, and 

Come unto me (Matt. 11:28). 

What selection of texts would you have 
made, when each might have been the 
last, and where the ages of the learners 
ranged from four to fourteen years? 

We then closed school with thanks to 
the Lord for all his goodness, and a 
prayer for protection for all on the sea, 
for our airmen and soldiers, for our 
loved ones and ourselves, and parted 
with many smiles and expressions of 
pleasure. The wind had dropped while 
we were inside, so the children only had 
to contend with the rain as they went 
to their homes. 

May the Lord God Almighty preserve 
them from all evil, and preserve their 
going out and coming in, from this time 
forth and even for evermore. 

HAILSHAM, SUSSEX, ENG. 
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What Does Being Lost Medi? © >> 


Light on the lesson, “The Perils of Rejecting Christ’ - 2 TOOL L\~4 
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HE word lost is used in the New 

Testament in two widely different 
ways. An object may be lost in the 
sense that it needs to be found. This 
use of the word does not imply that a 
change in the structure or character of 
the lost object is indicated. It is lost 
only to the extent that it is out of its 
rightful place. Israel wandering from 
their covenants were styled by Christ 
as “the lost sheep of the house of Israel” 
(Matt. 10:6). In like manner, a Chris- 
tian who is out of fellowship with God 
because of sin is misplaced; yet he re- 
mains unchanged as to the essential real- 
ities which make him a child of God 
—eternal life, imputed righteousness, 
and union with God. The God-given 
illustration of this wonderful truth is 
declared in the threefold parable of 
Luke, chapter 15. A sheep is lost and 
is “found.” It was a sheep all the time, 
but was out of its place. A coin is lost 
from its place in the woman’s headdress 
and is “found.” It was the same coin 
all the time. A son was lost and is 
“found.” And he was a son in every 
step of his wandering. 

On the other hand, a person may be 
lost in such a manner as to need to 
be saved. “The Son of man is come to 
seek and to save that which was lost” 
(Luke 19:10). It is because of the fact 
that in salvation the structural changes 
are such as to demand divine provisions 
and divine creative powers, that the 
transition from the lost estate to that 
of the saved can be wrought only by 
God. Jonah 2:9 asserts that “salvation 
is of Jehovah” (cf. Psa. 3:8). Thirty- 
three stupendous works of God may be 
tabulated from the New Testament 
which are wrought in behalf of an in- 
dividual the moment he believes on 
Christ. These are great positions into 
which he is brought, and transforming 
possessions which he receives. These 
changes are not experienced in the sense 
that they are felt. They are not progres- 
sive, being as complete when wrought 
as they ever will be in eternity; and 
they rest wholly on the merit of Christ, 
hence they abide as long as he remains 
what he is (Heb. 13:8). That these great 
realities are structural changes which 
may not be subject to outward demon- 
stration is disclosed in the fact that two 
individuals may appear so much alike 
— both being church members, cultured, 
and moral; yet one is saved and the 
other is lost. To this it may be added 
that, if one is saved, that one is perfectly 
saved; and if one is lost, that one is per- 





fectly lost. There is no intermediate 
ground on which any person might stand. 

These marvels of a perfect salvation 
are mentioned here that the first of the 
four following facts concerning man’s 
lost estate may be clarified: 

1. The lost soul has attained to none 
of the eternal realities that make a 
Christian what he is. All that may be 
said of the unsaved is negative. No 
Scripture makes this clearer than Ephe- 
sians 2:12, in which the Ephesian Chris- 
tians are reminded of the lost estaté from 
which they were saved: “That at that 
time ye were without Christ, being 
aliens from the commonwealth of Is- 
rael, and strangers from the covenants 
of promise, having no hope, and without 
God in the world.” 

2. Individuals are lost, also, because 
of the fact that they are born with a 
fallen, sinful nature. This is no doubt 
the most condemning feature of man’s 
lost estate. When Adam sinned, he ex- 
perienced a conversion downward. He 
became an entirely different kind of be- 
ing. After the fall, he could propagate 
only “in his own likeness,” and his first 
son was a murderer. Adam—in whom 
Eve is reckoned as one—is the only 
human being who ever became a sinner 
by sinning. All other members of the 
race commit sin because they are born 
sinners. Though this evil nature remains 
in the Christian as long as he is in the 
world, it was judged for the Christian 
by Christ on the cross (Rom. 6:10), and 
its condemnation removed. The death 
of Christ unto the sin nature is also the 
ground of the believer’s deliverance by 
the Holy Spirit from the power of in- 
bred sin. 

It is true that men are lost because 
of personal sins; but since personal sins 
are the normal fruit of the evil nature, 
they should never be made the only, or 
even important, basis upon which a soul | 
is lost. In reply to a claim that he is — 
lost because of personal sin, an unregen- ’; 
erate person might easily assert that he 
had never been one per cent as evil 
as he might have been, therefore he is 
only one per cent lost. The lost estate 
consists primarily in a fallen nature, 
which is one hundred per cent evil. An 
effort to be good or to form a worthy 
character is a poor remedy for a fallen 
nature. Only the grace of God acting 
on the ground of the death of his Son 
will avail. 

3. Again, men are lost because of a 
decree which God has made concerning 
all who live on earth — Jew and Gentile 
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alike—in the present age, which age 
is bounded by the two advents of Christ. 
It is written: “What then? are we bet- 
ter than they? No, in no wise: for we 
have before proved both Jews and Gen- 
tiles, that they are all under sin” (Rom. 
3:9). “But the scripture hath concluded 
all under sin, that the promise by faith 
of Jesus Christ might be given to them 
that believe” (Gal. 3:22). The phrase 
“under sin” means that God will accept 
the merit of no person as a contribut- 
ing factor in his salvation. This decree, 
which eliminates all human merit, is 
essential if salvation is to be by grace. 
Of salvation by grace it is said that, 
“It is of faith [nothing on man’s part], 
that it might be by grace [everything on 
God’s part]; to the end that the prom- 
ise might be sure” (Rom. 4:16). On no 
other basis could the promise be sure. 
That the whole structure of eternal sal- 
vation might be infinitely perfect in all 
its parts, every human element must be 
rejected. This does not imply that a 
good life is not of value in its place; 
but the issue under consideration is 
the problem of how a holy God can 
perfectly save those who, in his sight, 
are perfectly lost. He disregards that 
which men deem to be good — and some 
possess more of this goodness than others 
—that he may replace it with the per- 
fection of Christ. What, for the moment, 
seems to be a complete loss, thus in the 
end becomes an infinite gain. Since, by 
the very way in which he saves the lost, 
God is preparing the material for a 
heavenly demonstration of the unsearch- 
able riches of his grace (Eph. 2:7), the 
inclusion in this salvation of any human 
element is impossible. 

4. Similarly and finally, men are lost 
because of the fact that they are under 
the power of Satan. Only the, Word of 
God can speak with authority on this 
theme. But four passages need be cited: 

2 Corinthians 4:3, 4. This text declares 
that the unsaved are blinded in their 
minds by Satan, lest the saving Gospel 
of Christ should shine unto them. 

Ephesians 2:1-3, The testimony at this 
point is that the unsaved are “children 
of disobedience” — being in the headship 
of disobedient Adam —, and that every 
one is energized by Satan. In contrast 
to this it will be well to note Philippians 
2:13, where.by use of the same word, 
the Christian is said to be energized by 
God. 


Colossians 1:13. This text points to the 
striking fact that a soul when saved is 
translated out of the power of darkness, 
in which darkness it naturally dwells. 

1 John 5:19 (R. V.). The cosmos 
(world), it is asserted, including the 
unregenerate (as being a part of it), 
“lieth in” the wicked one. The word 
“wickedness,” found in the Authorized 
Version, is better translated “wicked 
one” (note the preceding verse where 
the same word occurs). Likewise, the 
phrase “lieth in” is deeply suggestive, 
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indicating as it does that in some mea- 
sure the unsaved are in Satan, while 
the Christians are in Christ. 

There is strong intimation as to the 
condemnation that rests upon the un- 
saved in the Scriptures, which assert 
that when they are saved it is from the 
curse of the Law (Gal. 3:13), from 
wrath (1 Thess. 5:9; John 3:36), from 
death (2 Cor. 7:10), and from destruction 
(2 Thess. 1:9). 

Concerning the Biblical doctrine of 
eternal retribution, the finite mind is 
naturally perplexed and often deeply re- 
sentful. The fact that eternal retribu- 
tion is an unqualified doctrine of the 
Scriptures, and that Christ emphasized 
it more than any other person, has not 
restrained even sincere men from as- 
suming that God does not mean precisely 
what he says on this most solemn truth. 
As an expression of these denials, the 
theories of conditional immortality, anni- 
hilation, restitutionism, and wuniversal- 
ism have appeared, and are strong in 
their appeal in proportion to the dread 
which the true doctrine engenders in 
the human heart. That the doctrine of 
eternal retribution contradicts the love 
of God is the rationalistic argument upon 
which these theories build their struc- 
tures. This reasoning is seen to be fal- 
lacious and wicked, since it does not 
consider the fact that there are issues 
involved which, extending beyond the 
range of finite comprehension, require 
nothing less than eternal retribution of 
the unregenerate. This is the reason 
why the Word of God persists in its un- 
yielding affirmations and warnings. 

Men might be kept from the sin of de- 
nying God’s Word if they would recog- 
nize that the two attributes of God which 
are involved—holiness and love —are 
infinite in their character and there- 
fore exceed the bounds of human opin- 
ion and penetration. This is especially 
true regarding the attribute of holiness 
in its relation to eternal retribution. Be- 
ing absolute, divine holiness cannot be 
varied or altered to the slightest degree. 

Within this truth lies concealed the 
key to this problem. Men have assumed 
that, to make way for the exercise of 
divine love or mercy, the infinite re- 
quirements of divine holiness may be 
modified, if not altogether abandoned. 
Such men would not want to say directly 
that God would sin, yet they assume that 
he condones, or is lenient with, sin; not 
recognizing that for God to be thus 
merciful — even to satisfy the pleadings 
of infinite love — introduces a principle 
which would complicate God himself, 
causing him to be a partaker of the sin 
and himself to become such an one as 
needs to be saved. The far-reaching ef- 
fect that this principle introduees is 
more easily observed in the truth that 
if God could be merciful toward sin, 
there would have been no need for his 
Lamb to die on Calvary’s cross. 

Again, not many would state directly 
that Christ did not need to die; yet 
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if sin be forgiven and sinners saved as 
an act of divine generosit¥, there is no 


. need of a mediating Saviour. It is in- 


finite love and incomprehensible mercy 
that provide the Saviour; but love and 
mercy did not try to find a way to cir- 
cumvent the demands of holiness apart 
from the awful price of redemption. 
When infinite love will pay such a price 
that a sinner may be saved, and by a 
way that preserves infinite holiness un- 
tarnished, the measureless character of 
that love is evident. It ill becomes finite 
men to tamper with these immutable 
realities. 

Eternal punishment is the exact re- 
quirement of infinite holiness against 
sin. This the Bible affirms, and man, 
who cannot estimate either the charac- 
ter of sin or of holiness as related to 
God, is in no position to deny what God 
says. However, God’s message to man 
is not merely a proclamation of eternal 
condemnation; it is rather that men may 
be saved with an infinitely perfect sal- 
vation through the efficacious blood of 
Christ. Those who resent the unalter- 
able truth of eternal retribution are, in 
reality, resenting divine holiness. Such, 
indeed, would do better and be more 
pleasing to God if their time and talents 
were used in proclaiming the one and 
only way of salvation through God’s pro- 
vided Lamb. 

In conclusion it may be restated that 
to be. lost is to be without the bless- 
ings of salvation, to be a sinner by 
nature and by practice, to be under sin, 
and to be in the power of Satan. Such 
a condition could not be remedied by 
any human being. God alone can save, 
and man’s part is to trust God for this 
grace by receiving it from his hand. 

It follows that the one thus saved will 
have at once a new and compelling rea- 
son to live to the glory of the One who 
saves him. 

Da.ias, TEX. 
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Let Us Have Peace 
From Prexy's Chapel Talks 


‘¢TDEING justified by faith, let us have 

peace with God” (Rom. 5:1). I 
took a long walk the other day and 
memorized this passage from my Greek 
Testament. The translation “let us have 
peace” is supported by the marginal 
reading in the Revised Version, and is 
probably correct. Of course we already 
have peace with God judicially if we 
are Christians. We are no longer sub- 
ject to the wrathful penalties of his holy 
law. God is our Father. He chastens 
us as sons, but he does not condemn us 
as criminals. 

Yet many do not possess peace with 
God in their own conscious experience. 
For this reason Paul writes to the church 
at Philippi, “In nothing be anxious... 
with thanksgiving let your requests be 
made known unto God. And the peace 
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of God, which passeth all understanding, 
shall guard your hearts and your 
thoughts in Christ Jesus.” 

I was in a recuperation hospital forty 
kilometers north of Bordeaux when 
peace came in 1918. There had been a 
false report of peace a few days before. 
I did not believe that a permanent and 
secure peace had come. I still expected 
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to be sent back to my battalion at the 
front. Not until I finally and fully be- 
lieved the report did I have peace in my 
mind. 

Let us thank God that his Word is 
true; let us base our prayers upon his 
promises; and so let us have peace with 
God. 

WHEATON COLLEGE, WHEATON, ILL. 














Winning diciin Youth for Christ 


Fellowship with true Christians in Germany, who 
believe God’s Word and hold the Blessed Hope 


By Bartlett L. Hess, Ph.D. 














NE rainy Sunday afternoon last Au- 

gust I mounted a bus in a city in 
Germany. As I watched the pouring 
rain through the bus windows, I had an 
oppressive sense of the sorrows that 
were falling upon Jews and Christians 
in this city and country, and of the sor- 
rows that had fallen upon our Saviour 
because of his rejection by Jew and 
Gentile alike. 

Reaching my destination, I stepped off 
the bus and proceeded through the rain 
to the offices of a youth organization. 
I had known of this organization else- 
where in the world as one superficially 
Christian, but actually devoted only to 
the social and athletic development of 
youth. 

A dynamic young man greeted us in 
fairly good English. Perhaps he could 
send me to someone who would be in- 
terested in discussing with me spiritual 
conditions in this country, I thought. 

But he was saying something about 
the aim of his society. “Weare not sat- 
isfied,” he said, “until every man who 
comes into our group is born again.” 
That sounded like D. L. Moody’s work 
in this same organization for young men 
in the early 1860’s in Chicago! “This 
has always been the aim of our society 
in Germany,” he said. “Do you want to 
hear how I was converted?” 

“I came here from the Rhineland in 
the early ’20’s. I was a young man about 
town, ready for any pleasure, with the 
goals of getting ahead in business and 
having a good time. But there was a 
young man who worked next to me who 
invited me to come to these men’s meet- 
ings. I told him I was too busy. Each 
Monday he would tell me that he had 
missed me the previous night. Each 
Monday I dreaded seeing this neighbor 
and explaining why I wasn’t there. 

“Then one day he told me that he was 
praying for me and would continue to 
pray until I came to know the Lord as 
my Saviour. I was disturbed, and finally 
went one night. The Gospel message 
was presented. I went the next Sunday 
night. My sins were forgiven and I 
have been a new man, a converted man, 
since.” 


All athletic and purely social and in- 
tellectual activities in Germany have 
been taken over by the Government, Mr. 
Braun explained. “Were these our only 
activities,” he said, “we would have had to 
close our doors! But as it is, this only 
enables us to concentrate the more on 
our real job of winning souls to Christ. 
Each young man goes out and seeks to 
bring in his friends to hear the message. 

“We seek no particular group and have 
non-Aryans, Lutherans, Reformed, and 
other Protestants, as well as Roman 
Catholics. We are not interested in their 
labels but in the fact of a Christ-changed 
life. " 

“Of course we encounter many diffi- 
culties. Many nights we pray in this 
little office throughout the night. The 
situation is changing so rapidly that we 
must pray constantly that we may know 
the leading of the Lord. As it is, cer- 
tain branches of our organization have 
been closed suddenly and without ex- 
planation.” 

Presently another man came in, a 
ruddy, blond, vigorous looking man of 
middle age. Mr. Braun introduced him 
as Mr. Schmidt, an evangelist who held 
Meetings throughout the country under 
the auspices of this organization. He 
spoke no English and Mr. Braun acted 
as interpreter. 

We began that conversation by speak- 
ing of the fact of sin and the necessity 
of the acceptance of Christ. We learned 
how German youth, despite the emphasis 
upon physical development, were hun- 
gry for Christ. Mr. Schmidt told of 
how he had asked a young organist, 
playing in one of his meetings, if he 
knew the Lord. The organist had re- 
plied, “No.” That night the young man 
couldn’t sleep; finally he fell on his 
knees and confessed his sins and opened 
his life to the Saviour. One year later 
this young man drove fifty miles to come 
to a meeting and tell of his joy in the 
Lord, despite opposition and ridicule. 

Mr. Schmidt told of a Rhenish city of 
800,000 where, before the Lenten season, 
there was a week of wild and immoral 
festivities — a week-long Mardi Gras be- 
fore the restrictions of Lent. This sit- 
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uation was a burden to an, earnest Re- 
formed pastor, so he started special 
services to reach souls. The first year 
he had moderate success. 

But each year he has repeated these 
services, and other churches have held 
similar services. Last year all of the 
Protestant churches held evangelistic 
services. The churches were full and 
hundreds were saved. 

Mr. Schmidi’s eyes glistened and shone 
as he spoke of the way the Lord was 
using him. He has dates for meetings 
as far ahead as the autumn of 1940. 

Before we parted, we withdrew to the 
little office where, these men told me, 
they sometimes prayed through the 
night. There we knelt in prayer, prais- 
ing God for our Saviour and the won- 
drous salvation that was ours, interced- 
ing for their work in Germany and ours 
in America, and sealing our fellowship 
for time and eternity. I prayed in Eng- 
lish, Mr. Schmidt in German, and Mr. 
Braun in English and German. 

It was a poignant experience, sensing 
this close Christian fellowship with these 
friends whose language was not my own 
and whose background was so different. 
We had been speaking previously of 
the comfort of the Blessed Hope of our 
Lord’s return. At parting they told how 
great a solace this was to Christians in 
Germany, who, looking into the dark- 
ness of deepening night, encouraged 
each other with First Thessalonians, 
chapter four, and like passages. 

We said, Auf Wiedersehen (till we 
meet again), and wondered whether it 
would be on this earth, when Christ 
comes, or in eternity. 

I stepped outdoors and noticed that 
the rain had gone. The sky had clearec 
and over all was a sunset glory. 

“It shall come to pass, that at eve 
ning time it shall be light” (Zech. 14:7). 


CHICAGO. 








Notes from a 
Layman’s Greek Testament 
By Ernest Gordon 




















And on my slaves and women 
slaves I will pour out in those days 
of my spirit; and they shall prophesy 
(Acts 2:18). 


T WAS believed by the Jews of the 

old dispensation that a slave could 
not prophesy or be a prophet. This 
notion was abrogated by the quotation 
of Joel’s words by Peter. But there was 
a further change. Joel had said, “Upon 
the servants and upon the handmaids in 
those days will I pour out my spirit” 
(Joel 2:29). It is not “your servants” 
and “your handmaids,” as “your sons” 
and “your daughters.” Here they are 
spoken of in an impersonal way; but in 
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the Book of,Acts they are called “my 
servants” and “my handmaidens,” God’s 
cherished children,—not only free, but 
with the adoption of sons and daughters 
in the family of God. 

As in the ancient world a slave could 
not be a prophet, so a woman could not 
be a valid witness. It is probable that 
this is the reason why Paul does not 
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mention Mary Magdalene among the 
witnesses of the resurrection in 1 Cor- 
inthians 15:5-8, although he was therein 
doubtless inspired to defer to custom- 
ary opinion. But the Lord Jesus him- 
self had abrogated this prejudice by 
making Mary the actual first witness of 
the resurrection. With him was neither 
male nor female, neither bond nor free. 














Why Did the Jews Reject Christ? 


An editorial, continued from the second page 














son and Work of the Messiah. The ques- 
tion may seem like a mysterious, diffi- 
cult one. Yet it is plainly answered in 
the Bible. And this question is eternally 
important, and is looming again into vast 
importance as the Second Coming of 
Israel’s Messiah and the Saviour of the 
world draws nigh. 

The Jews who rejected Christ as their 
Messiah and the Son of God did not 
know God. Those who deny the deity 
of Christ today, who reject him as the 
Son of God, the only mediator between 
God and men (1 Tim, 2:5), the only 
Saviour of lost sinners (Acts 4:12), do 
not know God. ; 

The Jews in Christ’s day who rejected 
him did not even know Moses in any 
real way; they did not believe their 
great lawgiver and prophet, the one they 
professed to honor most. To the Jews 
who sought to kill him (John 5:18), the 
Lord Jesus said: “There is one that 
accuseth you, even Moses, ... For had 
ye believed Moses, ye would have be- 
lieved me: for he wrote of me. But if 
ye believe not his writings, how shall 
ye believe my words?” (John 5:45-47.) 

Those who, before the coming of 
Christ, really knew God with a living 
faith, as many Old Testament believers 
did, were quick to recognize Jesus of 
Nazareth as the Son of God when he 
came. A very plain, straightforward dec- 
laration of this comes from the lips of 
Jesus: “It is written in the prophets, 
And they shall be all taught of God. 
Every man therefore that hath heard, 
and hath learned of the Father, cometh 
unto me” (John 6:45). 

Again, note the significance of these 
words: “Jesus cried and said, He that 
believeth on me, believeth not on me, 
but on him that sent me. And he that 
seeth me seeth him that sent me” (John 
12:44, 45). Jews who did not know the 
Sender (God) did not know the Sent 
(Jesus). To the Jewish leaders in the 
Temple the Lord Jesus said: “He that 
sent me is true, WHOM YE KNOW NOT” 
(John 7:28). “Ye neither know me, nor 
my Father,” he said to the Jews; “if 
ye had known me, ye should have known 
my Father also” (John 8:19). 

Christ spoke the very words of God, 
he himself being God the Son; there- 


fore he could say: “He that is of God 
heareth God’s words: ye therefore hear 
them not, because ye are not of God” 
(John 8:47). 

The attitude of the natural, unsaved 
man toward God is not love but hate, 
for “the carnal mind is enmity against 
God” (Rom. 8:7). This hatred of the 
very “religious” but unbelieving Jews 
against Christ was really their hatred 
of God. The two things are inseparable. 
So Christ said: “He that hateth me 
hateth my Father also. If I had not 
done among them the works which none 
other man did, they had not had sin: 
but now have they both seen and hated 
both me and my Father” (John 15:23, 
24). Inevitably hatred of God and Christ 
means hatred of Christ’s true disciples. 
And that hatred may express itself in 
“religious” but unbelieving people, such 
as many of the Jews were in Christ’s 
day. The Lord warned his true dis- 
ciples of this as he said: “They shall 
put you out of the synagogues: yea, 
the time cometh, that whosoever kill- 
eth you will think that he doeth God 
service. And these things will they do 
unto you, because they have not known 
the Father, nor me” (John 16:2, 3). 
Again: “He that despiseth me despiseth 
him that sent me” (Luke 10:16). 

What, now, of the dedication of the 
Jesus Tower and the other Y. M. C. A. 
buildings at Jerusalem, given for the use 
of Christians, Jews, and Moslems alike? 
In Christ’s day on earth, and during the 
nineteen centuries since then, most of 
his own people, the Jews, have rejected 
~him. They would not have done this, 
they would not do it today, if they really 
knew God. Islam, or Mohammedanism, 
denies the Trinity of the Godhead, there- 
fore denies the Person and Deity of 
Christ. Thus denying and rejecting the 
Word of God, the truthfulness of God, 
it denies God himself. Mohammedanism 
denies God and Christ because it does 
not know God. 

And what is the result of not knowing 
God or Christ? The Bible gives only 
one answer. It is eternal death. ‘ For 
“this is life eternal, that they might 
know thee the only true God, and Jesus 
Christ, whom thou hast sent” (John 17: 
3). 
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The Jews who did not know God and 
did not know who Jesus of Nazareth 
was, although they knew him in the 
flesh, asked him one day in the temple: 
“How long dost thou make us to doubt? 
If thou be the Christ, tell us plainly.” 
This was his answer: “I told you, and 
ye believed not: the works that I do 
in my Father’s name, they bear wit- 
ness of me. But ye believe not, be- 
cause ye are not of my sheep, as I said 
unto you. My sheep hear my voice, and 
I know them, and they follow me: and 
I give unto them eternal life; and they 
shall never perish.” 

Here the Lord plainly declares that 
the “orthodox” Jews to whom he was 
speaking were lost—lost because they 
would not believe him or receive him or 
follow him; and therefore they had never 
known God and could not know God 
— until they believed in God’s Son. 

Their response was of tragic signifi- 
cance: “Then the Jews took up stones 
again to stone him.” They gave their 
reason for doing it; they would stone 
him, they said, “for blasphemy; and 
because that thou, being a man, makest 
thyself God.” 

It was just before his crucifixion that 
the Lord gave the conclusion of the 
whole matter in his words quoted 
earlier. “Jesus cried and said, He that 
believeth on me, believeth not on me, 
but on him that sent me. And he that 
seeth me seeth him that sent me” (John 
12:44, 45). That is to say, those Jews 
who had faith in Christ proved, by this 
faith, that they had faith in God who 
sent him. Those who “saw” Christ be- 
lievingly and understandingly “saw” God 
believingly and understandingly. By in- 
escapable deduction from our Lord’s 
statement, the opposite is true: those 
who would not believe on him would 
not believe on him that sent him. 

But the Messiah of the Jews, the Lord 
Jesus Christ, who is “the same yester- 
day, and to day, and for ever” (Heb. 
13:8), longs to have his people Israel 
receive him into their hearts as Sav- 
iour and Lord NOW, while there is yet 
time before he comes again to judge 
and reign over this world. Their great 
earthly king and psalmist, David, speaks 
to them down through the ages: “TO 
DAY if ye will hear his voice, harden 
not your heart, as in the provocation, 
and as in the day of temptation in the 
wilderness” (Psa. 95:7, 8). In the Epistle 
written especially to the Hebrews, the 
Holy Spirit quotes these words of David 
and pleads with the Jews to believe and 
receive the Messiah of Israel, the “great 
high priest, that is passed into the 
heavens, Jesus the Son of God... . For 
we have not an high priest which can- 
not be touched with the feeling of our 
infirmities; but was in all points tempted 
like as we are, yet without sin. Let us 
therefore come boldly unto the throne of 
grace, that we may obtain mercy, and 
find grace to help in time of need” (Heb. 
4: 14-16). 
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of the Christian and Missionary 

Alliance, recently administered the 
Lord’s Supper to 2,500 Dyak Christians. 
“Our Dyak family here is a little more 
than three years old. This was their 
first Lord’s Supper. They love dearly 
to sing, and some of the favorite hymns 
are ‘At the Cross,’ “There is a Fountain 
Filled with Blood,’ and ‘Nothing but the 
Blood of Jesus. They have learned 
scores of hymns by heart. They use 
gesture hymns. Imagine 700 Dyaks sing- 
ing with their mouths wide open, clap- 
ping their hands on the first and second 
lines, marking time with their feet on 
the third and fourth lines, putting their 
fingers to their eyes and then raising 
their arms full length skyward on the 
‘fifth line, touching their ears on the 
sixth line, and reverently crossing their 
hands upon their hearts on the seventh 
and eighth lines. Only Sunday school 
children would sing a gesture song like 
that at home, but here old and young, 
men and women, sang so heartily and 
rhythmically that the large flimsy church 
structure actually trembled. Their cry, 
‘Praise the Lord God, praise the Lord 
Jesus, praise the Holy Spirit. Hallelu- 
jah, Amen,’ nearly raises the roof.” 

Another reports 3,000 Christians at 
church on Sundays. A day of worship 
is with them a full day, indeed. The 
morning service lasts from,nine till noon, 
the afternoon session from two-thirty 
till five-thirty, and the night service 
from seven until ten or eleven. There 
is no waiting for one another when they 
testify. Their quoting of Bible verses 
is amazing, and when an elder prays 
it is the prayer of an experienced Chris- 
tian. Drunkenness has ceased, and with 
many of them smoking and betel-chew- 
ing also. Instead of buying tobacco they 
now buy soap and clothes. There are 
also wonderful testimonies of bodily 
healing and other miracles. 


|: BRIGHTEST Borneo.—Mr. Meltzer, 


The lepers of Portugal have been laid 
on the heart of a Portuguese Protestant, 
J. S. Vieira (Rua da Madalena 192, Lis- 
bon). He writes that the Lord has en- 
abled him to discover more than 3,000 
lepers in various parts of the country, 
wholly without care or treatment of any 
sort. His primary object has been to 
reach them with the Gospel, but finding 
them so neglected, and living often in 
indescribable filth and poverty, he has 
sought to alleviate their misery with 
remedies, clothing, and the like. “As 
far as possible I kept in touch with them 
by correspondence and by journeys, 


when I could obtain a day or two’s 
freedom from business. At the begin- 
ning of last year, however, the claims of 
these poor, abandoned folk lay so heavy 
upon me, and the Lord so deeply exer- 
cised my heart in regard to them, that 
I realized he was calling me to a more 
extensive work for them.” 

Mr. Vieira has a special permit to visit 
the lepers segregated in Lisbon, and he 
goes regularly to them with the Word 
of God. He speaks of one blind leper 
whose sense of touch was also gone, save 
in his tongue, and who with this felt 
various things brought to him. The 
Scripture Gift Mission has lately pro- 
vided Mr. Vieira with a thousand parcels 
of Scriptures and tracts which have gone 
over the country. In return one leper 
writes: 

“The days and hours are full of over- 
powering grief, and in the midst of my 
bitterness I sometimes ask God with 
tears why I continue to live in this 
world. Nevertheless may his will be 
done! I have been suffering these twen- 
ty-one years, but through the grace of 
Almighty God I still have my eyes.” 


A traveling clinic is operating out from 
the Milwaukee Hospital, Albay, Philip- 
pines, in connection with the Presbyterian 
Mission. This is in charge of a Filipino 
Christian, Dr. Ago. From 70 to 100 pa- 
tients are cared for daily, the charge 
for examination and treatment being 
thirteen cents, though free treatment is 
given when necessary. For some fifteen 


.weeks the number of treatments was 


3,599. Of one place, Virac, a bitterly 
Catholic town, where there was con- 
temptuous opposition the first day, Dr. 
Ago writes: 

“On the third day the town president 
came and asked for our handbills so that 
he could make announcement to all the 
barrios (villages). The lieutenant-gov- 
ernor of the island also came and asked 
us if we could extend our clinics to 
all towns. Patients increased to hun- 
dreds, so much so that we could finish 
hardly a third of them every day. Among 
these patients were parents, sisters, and 
brothers of Catholic priests and a Cath- 
olic priest himself. The labor union of 
Virac requested a ten-day extension; 
the municipal council an extension of 
two weeks. 

“The clinics make possible large eve- 
ning evangelistic meetings which serve 
to break down fear and prejudice, and 
the Word is being preached to hundreds 
each week. At Legaspi hundreds crowd 
the place to listen to the preaching. 


Many cannot get inside and more have 
to stand, but still they stay. Miss Mor- 
alde, who has been with the clinic team, 
reported ‘five hundred people at the 
meeting last night and all so quiet and 
attentive. The town officials are all at- 
tending and are interested.’” 


The Ecclesiastical Superstition of 
Apostolic Succession.—Prof. Leipoldt of 
the University of Leipzig, writing in the 
Allgemeine Evangelische Kirchenzeit- 
ung of the antiquities of Italy, calls at- 
tention, as others have done (Conyers 
Middleton and Theodor Trede, for ex- 
ample), to the survival of pagan usages 
and ideas in Catholicism,—the worship 
of Isis as mother of God, the use of the 
tonsure, and the like. To the essence 
of the early Catholic church, he says, 
belonged the uninterrupted succession 
of bishops. The Egyptian king Ptolemy 
the First wished to estabiish a sort of 
Dionysian church. The leaders of the 
Dionysian parishes were obliged to make 
clear from whom they had received their 
ordination back to the third generation. 
They were also obliged to keep records 
of their spiritual forefathers. In this 
way they established a kind of legal 
status as well. “These things come out 
very clearly in Andania and among the 
Athenian jobakchoi.” 

One judges from this that into the 
pagan idea of apostolic succession orig- 
inally entered the idea of transmitted 
property rights. 


John Harbeson went on muleback to 
preach at the Sunday market in Muzo, 
U. S. of Colombia, South America. “At 
the instigation of the priest the people 
rose up in mass against us. We had to 
take refuge in the courthouse while the 
police tried to control the infuriated mob. 
I have never seen such a bloodthirsty 
crowd. They even tore the Gospels to 
pieces with their teeth.” He was finally 
rescued by the leading liberals of the 
tewn. The outstanding figure in the 
advances in evangelism in this country is , 
Pat Symes, who is covering the country 
with tracts. Almost every conversion 
of the World Evangelization Crusaders 
in Colombia can be traced back to this 
intensive propaganda. “Our own press 
in Bogata has issued some 150,000 leaf- 
lets in the last few months, and there 
are several other presses doing a splen- 
did work along the same line. There 
is a fine spirit of co-operation, — Presby- 
terian, Plymouth Brethren, Holiness, 
Pentecostal, Lutheran, and others. wel- 
come newcomers as answers to their 
prayers rather than as rivals.” 

























THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


January 27, 1940 








LESSON 6. FEBRUARY 11. 








THE PERILS OF REJECTING CHRIST 


International Uniform Lesson.—Matthew 21:17 to 22:14; printed text, Matthew 21 : 28-43 
Golden Text.—I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.—John 14:6 











The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson 
Committee for printing in the lesson helps is Matthew 21:28-43 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 


Matt. 21:28 But what think ye? A certain man had two sons; 
and he came to the first, and said, Son, go work to day in my 
vineyard. 

29 He answered and said, I will not: but afterward he repented, 
and went. 

30 And he came to the second, and said likewise. And he 
answered and said, I go, sir: and went not. 

31 Whether of them twain did the will of his father? They 
say unto him, The first. Jesus saith unto them, Verily I say 
unto you, That the publicans and the harlots go into the king- 
dom of God before you. 

32 For John came unto you in the way of righteousness, and 
ye believed him not: but the publicans and the harlots believed 
him: and ye, when ye had seen it, repented not afterward, that 
ye might believe him. 

33 Hear another parable: There was a certain householder, 
which planted a vineyard, and hedged it round about, and digged 
a winepress in it, and built a tower, and let it out to husbandmen, 
and went into a far country: 

34 And when the time of the fruit drew near, he sent his 
servants to the husbandmen, that they might receive the fruits 
of it. 

35 And the husbandmen took his servants, and beat one, and 
killed another, and stoned another, 

36 Again, he sent other servants more than the first: and they 
did unto them likewise. 

37 But last of all he sent unto them his son, saying, They will 
reverence my son. 

38 But when the husbandmen saw the son, they said among 
themselves, This is the heir; come, let us kill him, and let us 
seize on his inheritance. 

39 And they caught him, and cast him out of the vineyard, and 
slew him. 

40 When the lord therefore of the vineyard cometh, what will 
he do unto those husbandmen? ° 

41 They say unto him, He will miserably destroy those wicked 
men, and will let out his vineyard unto other husbandmen, which 
shall render him the fruits in their seasons. 

42 Jesus saith unto them, Did ye never read in the scriptures, 
The stone which the builders rejected, the same is become the 
head of the corner: this is the Lord’s doing, and it is marvellous 
in our eyes? 

43 Therefore say I unto you, The kingdom of God shall be 
taken from you, and given to a nation bringing forth the fruits 
thereof. 
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AMER:CAN STANDARD VERSION 

Matt. 21:28 But what think ye? A man had two 'sons; and 
he came to the first, and said, *Son, go work today in the vine- 
yard. 29 And he answered and said, I will not: but afterward 
he repented himself, and went. 30 And he came to the second, 
and said likewise. And he answered and said, I go, sir: and 
went not. 31 Which of the two did the will of his father? They 
say, The first. Jesus saith unto them, Verily I say unto you, 
that the *publicans and the harlots go into the kingdom of God 
before you. 32 For John came unto you in the way of right- 
eousness, and he believed him not; but the * publicans and the 
harlots believed him: and ye, when ye saw it, did not even repent 
yourselves afterward, that ye might believe him. 

33 Hear another parable: There was a man that was a house- 
holder, who planted a vineyard, and set a hedge about it, and 
digged a winepress in it, and built a tower, and let it out to 
husbandmen, and went into another country. 34 And when the 
season of the fruits drew near, he sent his ‘servants to the 
husbandmen, to receive *his fruits. 35 And the husbandmen took 
his ‘servants, and beat one, and killed another, and stoned 
another. 36 Again, he sent other ‘servants more than the first: 
and they did unto them in like manner. 37 But afterward he 
sent unto them his son, saying, They will reverence my son. 
38 But the husbandmen, when they saw the son, said among 
themselves, This is the heir; come, let us kill him, and take his 
inheritance. 39 And they took him, and cast him forth out of 
the vineyard, and killed him. 40 When therefore the lord of 
the vineyard shall come, what will he do unto those husband- 
men? 41 They say unto him, He will miserably destroy those 
miserable men, and will let out the vineyard unto other husband- 
men, who shall render him the fruits of their seasons. 42 Jesus 
saith unto them, Did ye never read in the scriptures, 

The stone which the builders rejected, 

The same was made the head of the corner; 

This was from the Lord, ‘ 

And it is marvellous in our eyes? 

43 Therefore say I unto you, The kingdom of God shall be taken 
away from you, and shall be given to a nation bringing forth 
the fruits thereof. 
1Gr., children. 2Gr., child. *That is, collectors or renters 
: of Roman taxes. *Gr., bondservants. *Or, the fruits of it. 
6Psa. 118:22f. 
The American Standard Version, and the International Uniform 

Sunday School Lesson Outlines, are copyrighted by the Inter- 

national Council of Religious Education and used by permission. 
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The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 


Approach to the Lesson 


T IS a solemn theme indeed with 
| which we are now to be occupied. 

Who can portray adequately the 
perils of rejecting Christ? God has used 
some of the most terrible figures im- 
aginable to warn us of the dire fate 
that awaits the one who spurns his 
grace and refuses the Saviour. 

The fruitless fig tree, cursed by Jesus, 
represented the religious nation which 
bore no fruit for God and so was re- 
jected and has been, as it were, dried 
up from the roots ever since. The par- 
able of the two sons contrasts the legal 
self-righteous leaders of the Jews, who 
pretended to an obedience they did not 


carry into execution, with poor sinners, 
both of the Jews and Gentiles, who have 
heard and obeyed the word of the truth 
of the Gospel. That of the vineyard 
tells of God’s care for and patience with 
his earthly people until they fulfill their 
own Scriptures in rejecting his Son. The 
story of the marriage feast emphasizes 
the same truth and shows how the door 
of faith was to be opened to the Gentiles, 
but warns against mere profession, which 
can only mean judgment at last as 
in the case of the man who refused 
the wedding garment. 


The Historical Setting 


Events were moving on rapidly to that 
“hour” for which Jesus came into the 
world (John 12:7). It was on Monday 
of Passover week that the Lord cursed 
the fig tree and uttered the parables 
recorded in these chapters. 





Verse by Verse 


Matt. 21:28.—“*A certain man had two 
sons.” They portray two types of men: 
those Who give lip service and those 
who are genuine in their interest in 
spiritual realities. 

Verse 29.—‘He . . . said, I will not: 
but ... repented.” In this lad we see 
the willful son, persisting in disobe- 
dience until subdued and brought to 
repentance by divine grace. 

Verse 30.—‘He answered ...I go, sir: 
and went not.” This had been the his- 
tory of the legalists in Israel from that 
day when at the base of Sinai they said, 
“All that the Lord hath said will we 
do, and be obedient” (Exod. 24:7), but 
whose aftercourse was one of insubjec- 
tion to God throughout (Rom. 2:24). 


Verse 31.—“‘The publicans and the har- 
lots go into the kingdom of God before 
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you.” It is the self-confessed sinners 
who feel their need of grace, and who, 
turning to God in repentance, enter 
through new birth into the Kingdom 
(John 3:3, 5). 


Verse 32.—“John came ... in the way 
of righteousness.” He came proclaim- 
ing the righteous demands of God upon 
his creatures and calling those who had 
failed to attain to this standard to re- 
pentance. The legalists turned indiffer- 
ently away, but needy sinners obeyed. 


Verse 33.—“‘A certain householder, 
which planted a vineyard.” The house- 
holder was God himself. The vineyard 
was Israel (Isa. 5:1-7). The husband- 
men were the leaders in Judah who 
were responsible to guide the people 
aright: 


Verse 34—“‘He sent his _ servants.” 
These were the prophets who came from 
time to time as Jehovah’s representatives 
to press his claims upon the people. 


Verses 35 and 36.—“Beat one, and 
killed another, and stoned another.” 
Thus had Israel and Judah treated those 
who came to them in the name of the 
Lord (Acts 7:52). 


Verse 37.—“He sent unto them his 
son.” How vividly does this portray 
the grace of God in sending the Lord 
Jesus! He was in Palestine as the Sent 
One of the Father (John 6:38; 7:28, 29), 
but he well knew they would spurn him 
as they had persecuted the prophets that 
went before. 


Verse 38.—“This is the heir; come, let 
us kill him.” The rejection of Christ 
by his own people was the fullest pos- 
sible expression of the hatred of the 
natural heart, moved by Satanic malig- 
nancy, toward the God of all grace (Acts 
2: 23). » 

Verse 39.—‘They caught him... and 
slew him.” It is useless to try to ab- 
solve the leaders in Jewry of the crime 
of delivering our Lord up to death (1 
Thess. 2:2, 14, 15). Actually it was the 
Gentiles who crucified him, but poten- 
tially it was the Jews who killed him. 
Both are implicated in the greatest crime 
in all history, the murder of the Christ 
of God (Acts 4:26, 27). 

Verse 40.—‘What will he do unto those 
husbandmen?” Foreseeing their treat- 
ment of himself, Jesus put the question 
directly to those who had followed the 
parable thus far. He would have them 
pronounce their own condemnation. 


Verse 41.—‘He will miserably destroy 
those wicked men.” Without realizing 
it, they declared what God was about 
to do. Their words were fulfilled in 
the destruction of Jerusalem and the set- 
ting aside of the Jew in favor of the 
nations of the Gentiles. 

Verse 42—“The stone which the 
buiders rejected.” Jesus called their at- 
tention to the definite prophecy of Psalm 
118:22. He himself was the rejected 


“stone.” But in his resurrection God 
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Second Quarter 
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was to make him the head of the cor- 
ner in the new temple of living stones 
he was about to erect. 

Verse 43.—‘The kingdom of God shall 
be taken from you, and given to a 
nation bringing forth the fruits thereof.” 
Israel after the flesh was to be put aside. 
The Kingdom for which they had waited 
so long was to be lost to them forever. 
A new and elect nation, a regenerated 
Israel, shall possess the Kingdom eventu- 
ally. Meantime the grace of God is 
going out to the Gentiles. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


It is a terribly dangerous thing to 
trifle with the mercy of God. Little 
did the Jewish leaders realize that they 
were sealing their own doom in reject- 
ing Jesus, the one sent of God to bring 
them into fullness of blessing if they had 
received him. They lost their oppor- 
tunity because they were blinded by 
self-interest and so they failed to rec- 
ognize their Messiah when he came in 
exact accord with the Scriptures of the 
prophets which they professed to rev- 
erence. Mere knowledge of the letter 
of the Word saves no one. It is those 
who believe in the Christ of whom the 
Book of God speaks who are made wise 
unto salvation (2 Tim. 3:15). To reject 
him is fatal. 


Lesson Outline 
Ficures OF SELF-RIGHTEOUS RELIGIONISTS 
1. Nothing but leaves. Fair outwardly, 
but no fruit for God (21:19). 
2. Saying and doing not. The second 
of the two sons (21:30). 


3. Wicked husbandmen. Persecutors 
of God’s servants (21:34-36). 

4. Rejecting the Saviour sent by God 
(21:38). 

5. Excuse-makers who refuse to go in 
to the Gospel feast (22:4, 5). 

6. Preferring garments of their own 
devising to the robe of God’s righteous- 
ness (22: 11, 12). 
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Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


The Barren Fig Tree. The fact that 
this tree was covered with leaves would 
naturally imply fruit, for the figs ap- 
pear before the leaves in most varieties 
of these trees. Jesus knew well the facts 
of the case, but he chose to go to the 
tree to search for fruit in order to make 
of it an acted parable. There are three 
fig-tree passages. that are definitely 
linked together and give us a dispen- 
sational picture of God’s dealings with 
the Jews: Luke 13:6-9; Matt. 21:17-20; 
Matt. 24:32, 33. 


The Rejected Stone. A Jewish legend 
explained Psalm 118:22 by declaring that 
at the building of Solomon’s Temple a 
stone was sent up from the quarries at 
the very beginning for which the work- 
men could find no place, so it was 
thrown down in the valley below Mount 
Moriah — “the stone which the builders 
rejected.” Later they sent word that 
they were ready for the cornerstone, 
but the masons declared it had been sent 
up already. Finally someone recalled 
the disallowed stone, and a search in 
the valley brought it to light, and it was 
hoisted up to the mount again, and 
made the head of the corner. 


Applications and Summaries 


To know the Bible is one thing. To 
receive Christ is another. Have we 
trusted him for ourselves, and do we 
have the assurance of salvation through 
resting on the Word of God? 


A mere outward show of religious- 
ness avails nothing if there is not the 
fruit of the Spirit in the life (Gal. 5:22, 
23). Jesus says a tree is known by its 
fruit (Matt. 7:20). Are we bringing 
forth fruit unto God? 


It is characteristic of the flesh to make 
great protestations and profess great 
things, but the truly humble man will 
mistrust himself and place all his con- 
fidence in God. 


Men’s vows and pledges are seldom 
dependable, but the Word of the Lord 
endures forever. Are we trusting in 
our own ability to obey his law, or 
have we learned to turn from self to 
Christ? 


Christ is the Stone of salvation. The 
Jews stumbled over him and were 
broken (Isa. 8:14). Some day he will 
come again, as the Stone falling on 
the image of Gentile power to grind it 
to powder (Dan. 2:34, 35). 


It is an amazing thing that is por- 
trayed in the parable of the great sup- 
per: God has prepared a feast at great 
cost, but men have to be urged and 
pleaded with to attend it! What a com- 
mentary on the perversion of the natural 
heart ! 


*Twas the same love that spread the feast 
That gently forced me in; 

Else I had still refused to come 
And perished in my sin. 


CHICAGO. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


HAT is set forth by the fruitless fig 
tree as applied individually and dis- 
pensationally? 


2. What two classes in Israel and in the 
world are pictured by the two sons who 
were commanded to work in the vineyard? 


3. Why do publicans and harlots enter 
the Kingdom of God before the self-right- 
eous? 

4. What vineyard did Christ refer to in 
the parable of the husbandmen? 

5. Who were these men, and who ,are 
pictured by the owner’s servants? 

6. What Old Testament son was treated 
very much as the son in this story? 

7. What solemn fact is set forth in both 
instances? 

8. How was Psalm 118:22 fulfilled in 
Christ? 


9. Of what is the great supper an illus- 
tration? 


10. Who are pictured by the three classes: 
those who refused the invitation, those who 
came and donned the wedding garment, and 
the man who wore his own robe? 


Answers to the Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions are 
given on page 82 of this issue. 


yw 
The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 
for this department; one dollar is paid for 
each illustration accepted, and two dollars 

for the best one each week. But readers are 
urged not to send anything without first secur- 
ing and reading carefully a leaflet explaining 
the conditions of this department. The full list 
of lessons for the year, with this leaflet, will be 
sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure to note 
the conditions means that good ibustrations 
are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Tllustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in the 
lesson list after the word ‘“Print.’’ 


In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to six the total for any one lesson. 

Refreshed by Working.—Go work to 
day in my vineyard (Matt. 21:28). 
Some time ago, I knew a dear man, 
one of the greatest men for physical 
exercise I ever saw. He worked hard 
on the street railroad. I would see 
him down on his knees, a great big 
covering over his eyes to shield them 
from the brilliant light as he welded 
the steel rails. By Saturday noon he 
was just worn out, and he would get 
a bundle of books and off he would 
go for exercise, over the hills and far 
away, hunting up poor needy souls, 
maybe in the county hospital, possibly 
in the jails, and to poor families. Some- 
times he would hear of somebody lying 
sick and poor and miserable, and he 
would go to see that one. And you 
know he had a remarkable way of 
preaching the Gospel. He would often 
lay down a five-dollar bill at the side 
of the bed, if he found out that they 
had no money to pay the bills. On 
Sunday he would say, “My! I was worn 
out yesterday, but I had a wonderful 
time Saturday afternoon, and I am all 
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rested up.”"—From Addresses on the 
Song of Solomon by Dr. Ironside. Sent 
by Mrs. Robert L. Vining, Piedmont, 
W. Va. 


An Infidel’s Final “Assurance.”—Ye 
believed ... not (v. 32). Sir Francis 
Newport, the head of an English infidel 
club, said to those gathered around his 
dying bed, “You need not tell me there 
is no God, for I know there is one, and 
that I am in His angry presence! You 
need not tell me there is no hell, for 
I already feel my soul slipping into its 
fires! Wretches, cease your idle talk 
about there being hope for me! I 
know I am lost, and lost forever.”— 
Source unknown. Sent by E. M. James, 
Toronto. 


Russia’s Rejection of “The Stone.”— 
The stone which the builders rejected 
(v. 42). A sample of the godless prin- 
ciples df the government of Red Russia 
is shown in this item: “With all our 
great success in our propaganda against 
religious thought,” says a writer in the 
Russian paper, Antireligioznic, “and to 
bring our country into a condition of 
atheism, religion still holds many mil- 
lions of our workers, especially in the 
villages, and a great number of our 
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children are still under the influence 
of religious ideal I visited 129 
preparatory schools in the Saratov and 
Moscow districts and cross-examined 
the children. The results of this in- 
quiry were that our seven-to-eight- 
year-old children are completely free 
from the superstition connected with the 
Consciousness of a God... . Great check 
must be placed on the homes and the 
parents to see that no religious educa- 
tion be brought into play.—From World 
Dominion. Sent by Ruth B. McDowell, 
Mooers Forks, N. Y. 


A “Last” that Became “First.”—The 
kingdom of God shall be taken from you, 
and given to a nation bringing forth 
the fruits thereof (v. 43). In 1928 when 
Yale seniors voted on which classmate 
was “most likely to succeed,” among the 
numerous also-rans was William McC. 
Martin, Jr., who got three votes. Another 
senior with 70 votes was easily his class- 
mates’ choice. The “success” senior is 
now a clerk in a Wall Street law office, 
and William Martin, still studious-look- 
ing but less shy than in his college days, 
recently became the New York Stock 
Exchange’s first paid president at a sal- 
ary of $48,000 a year. He is only 31 years 
old. Christ had to say one day to “his 
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own,” to whom he had come, “I say unto 
you, That many shall come from the 
east and west, and shall sit down with 
Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, in the 
kingdom of heaven. But the children 
of the kingdom shall be cast out into 
outer darkness” (Matt. 8:11, 12).—From 
Now. Sent by Albert Mygatt, Canby, 
Minn. 


Shut Out.—I am the way, the truth, and 
the life: no man cometh unto the Father, 
but by me (Golden Text). A minister 
told how one Sunday night when he 
was quarantined in his house because 
his child had diphtheria, he watched his 
church next door; his church that he 
could not now enter. He saw the lights 
shining through the windows. He 
watched the people going in. Then the 
service started, and he listened to the 
music. At last he couldn’t stand it any 
longer. Silently, like a thief, he stole 
out at his back door, and crept up close 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


definitely impressed with the truths of this 
lesson that we shall not go out from here 
without freely yielding ourselves to the Lord 
Jesus, May none of us be willing to go out 
from here without the Saviour. In his dear 
name we pray. Amen. 

After the Lesson.—When you come to 
think of it, doesn’t it seem the height 
of folly actually td reject Christ? In a 
mission hall in the city of Washington, 
over the exit doorway, are these words 
very clearly printed in large letters, 
“Have You 
Those are startling words as you get up 
from the chair where you have heard the 
Gospel, and turn to go out from the 
room, “Have You’ Rejected Christ 
Again?” Just imagine that those words 
are written over the doorway here. Are 





HAVE YOU 
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Rejected. Christ Again?” . 
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is in those challenging words. Some of 
us are not going to reject him today. 
hope none of-us will. The pastor w 
have an invitation for us before he lead 
us in the closing prayer. 
PHILADELPHIA. 
+3 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Two Sons.—A certain man had two sons 
(Matt. 21:28). Of course we think right 
away of that other Certain Man who had 
two sons. We read of them in the fif- 
teenth chapter of Luke. The Prodigal 
and his Elder Brother. The one who 
“went the pace” and the other who 
“stayed by the stuff.” And for cen- 
turies there has been the debate a: 
to which was the best of the two— 
when it got right down to brass tacks. 


Now Mr. Certain Man of our lesson 
had two sons, entirely different the One 
from the Other. Brother One said he 
“would not,” but changed his mind and 
did. Brother Other said he would, but 


to a window and listened. Within all 
was bright; outside he stood in the chill 
darkness. “I realized for the first time 
in my life,” he said, “what it meant 


AGAIN? 
ACCEPT HIM TODAY! 











to be shut out, what a terrible thing it 
meant to be shut out. And some day I 
should stand at the gate of Heaven. What 
a terrible thing if that door should be 
shut against me!” God does not want 
that! Nor do you! But we must not 
neglect the only means of opening that 
gate, even the acceptance of him who 
said, “I am the way, the truth, and the 
life: no man cometh unto the Father, 
but by me.”—From The Sunday School 
Times. Sent by Josephine A. Kinzly, 
North Tonawanda, N. Y. Prize illustra- 
tion. 


Modernism’s Directions.—I am the way 
(Golden Text). Two workmen were 
having dinner by the roadside, when 
some hikers passing by asked them the 
way to Canterbury. One of the men 
told them, and away they went. When 
they had gone, the other workman said 
to the one who had given the directions: 
“Funny, I never did know the way to 
Canterbury myself.” “Neither do I,” re- 
plied the other, “and I often’ wonder 
where they land.” We would ask our 
Modernist friends: “Where will your 
misdirected followers land?” — From 
Moody Monthly. Sent by Lucille King, 
Orrville, Ohio. 
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From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we thank thee that we have been brought 
within the sound of the Gospel. We thank 
thee that in the home, from the pulpit, in our 
Sunday school classes, we have heard the 
Glad Tidings, and we have had abundant op- 
portunity to accept the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Forgive us, we pray thee, for our shallow 
and careless hearing, as so often the great 
truths of thy marvelous provision for man 
have merely touched the surface of our lives 
because of our indifference. May this very 
day be a time when our hearts will be so 


there some of you who would say in 
answer to that silent question, “Yes, I 
have, and I don’t just know why”? Well, 
take the Golden Text for a moment. 
There are three things there that we 
want. “I am the way.” We want to 
know that — the way in which we should 
walk in life. “The truth.” Yes, we 
want to know that, so we will under- 
stand how to live. “And the life.” Yes, 
so that we shall really live abundantly, 
fully, rightly through Christ, as we draw 
near to the Heavenly Father through 
Christ himself, the only way. That’s 
a wonderful passage. But you know 
when you reject Christ you reject what 


changed his mind and did not. 

Now how would you fellows and fel- 
lowesses compare these two with Prodi- 
gal and Elder Brother? I think I would 
rather go fishing with the brother who 
saw his mistake and repented and did. 
Jesus liked him, too (Luke 15:7). 

Here is light from another angle. Mr. 
Dwight L. Moody told the late Dr. 
Charles Huston of a wise strategy he 
employed with his children. When a 
question or a situation arose for which 
the answer must be a Yes or a No, Mr. 
Moody always said “No!” He explained 
his plan in this way: “When I say ‘No,’ 
there may be, and often is, disappoint- 
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ment, but no war. If examination and 
further experience indicate that , ‘No’ 
should be changed to ‘Yes’ there is 
usually signs of joy, with hugs and 
kisses ! 

“But if I should say ‘Yes,’ and _ find 
later I would have to change to ‘No,’ 
there would likely be tears and trouble, 
and perhaps sulks, as I have witnessed 
in other families which have not dis- 
covered my plan.” 

Let us write the story this way: Cer- 
tain sons each had a father. One said, 
‘Dad, can I do thus and so?” “No,” 
said his father. But later Dad changed 
his mind and said, “Yes, Son, go to it!” 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 
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The son. jumped with joy and was away 
to his fun. 

The other son said, “Dad, can I do 
this?” “Yes,” said his father. But when 
Father got home and saw Mother she 
“put her foot down on it” and Dad had 
to. change his willing “Yes” to a sad 
“No, you can’t do it.” And there was 
a son disappointed and “sore.” Which 
father was the wisest? Don’t all talk 
at once! 


An Up-to-Date Story—A_ certain 
householder, which planted a vineyard 
(v. 33). Should you need a model of 
a great story in fewest words, here you 
have it. When you can tell so complete 
a story with the same economy of words, 
and such short words, you will have 
become a master workman as a word- 
smith. 

The Certain Householder is God. This 
same unequaled storyteller has informed 
us that “in my Father’s house are many 
mansions,” The greatest of Home 
holders (John 14:2; 2 Cor. 5:1). 

The land of Palestine was a fruitful 
vineyard of great beauty and fertility. 
That is why it was coveted and taken 
by Rome, and held as one of her finest 
jewels. Palestine oranges this very day 
stand “A First High” for sweetness and 
flavor. The Florida “Temple” oranges 
are said to be a good second. 

Indeed, were not Palestine veal cut- 
lets the food the three messengers from 
heaven were served by Abraham when 
they honored him with a visit? (Gen. 
18: 1-8.) 

It was a good and glorious “vineyard,” 
at the crossroads of the world’s business, 
then as now. The “husbandmen” were 
of such sort as we find in Gamaliel, 
Nathaniel, Joseph de Arimathea, and 
Saul de Tarsus. Also Annas, Caiaphas, 
and the whole Sanhedrin. Pharisee, 
Sadducee, and Herodian in the last day. 
More than one prophet was beaten and 
killed in a former day, winding up with 
no less a messenger than John the Bap- 
tist. 

Old Mr. Human Nature has always 
been as Jesus describes him. When 
Europe plunged into’ war Uncle Sam 
loaned England, France, and other Allies 
not millions, but billions. The money 
has never been repaid. While Uncle 
Sam’s servants (Ambassadors) have not 
been “beaten,” “killed,” or “stoned,” they 
were given the merry European “Ha, 
ha,” and their newspapers yelled, “You 
old Shylock !” 

In a long life I have “loaned” (?) 
many a dollar to help folks over the 
hard places. In more than one case my 
generosity has bred a dislike. I have 
some interesting pieces of “dead” paper. 
But every now and then I see my “loan” 
riding by me in an automobile! Yes, the 
same. old human nature with the same 
old need for a Saviour. 


Little Bee and Big Me.—Last of all 
he sent unto them his son... they... 
slew him (vs. 37, 39). 





A striking feature 
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of this story, although it is not stressed, 
is the patience of the Vineyard Owner 
(Rev. 1:9; Gen, 18:20-33). 

Every now and then we learn of some 
loud-voiced and blatant infidel who 
stands up and blasphemously defies God 
and dares him to do his worst. Rus- 
sian atheists, for example. 

As I write, here by a window there 
is a big bee buzzing around on the vine 
that climbs up on the outside. I like 
bees and certain other hymenoptera and 
coleoptera. Used to study them and had 
soft boards full of them impaled thereon 
by pins that come special for the pur- 
pose. You chloroform them first. I 
might add, said boards full of bugs 
were much to Mother’s disgust. Women 
don’t like bugs of any sort, dead or 
alive ! 

So I think a lot of that big bee. Now 
suppose he should settle on the window 
sill and begin to call me names —a cruel 
monster, for setting the mousetrap and 
clearing the office of destructive vermin. 
Would I be disturbed? I would just 
laugh at the poor buzzing little fool. 
What is a fractional ounce of bee against 
200 pounds of me! With a fly swatter 
within easy reach ! 

My infinite power as compared with 
the little insect, together with my love 
for bees, gives me a wonderful patience 
with Mr. Bee and his bad opinion of 
me— if he has one. 

We humans are not even as big as 
bees when we get up into the air a little 
way to see them. From a city sky- 
scraper the automobiles look like beetles 
crawling along the streets, and mere men 
are little black dots. No wonder David 
cries, “What is man, that thou art mind- 
ful of him?” (Psa. 8:4.) 

In this story there are three arrest- 
ing words. In the original it is likely 
just one word, and the King James 
scholars have translated it, “Last of all.” 
The last chance. No other name. So 
they killed the Beloved Son with the 
cry, “His blood be on us, and on our 
children” (Matt. 27:25). History tells 
what followed in Jerusalem at the hands 
of Rome a few years later. 

COATESVILLE, Pa. 
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Say, Fellows, — 


Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: Devil dust. 


Discussion: What are some of Satan’s 
devices to cause a fellow to make a wrong 
life choice? 

Objective: Getting into the path with 
Jesus. 


AY, fellows, one of the great trage- 

dies in the world today is the 
tragedy of foolish choosing. In every 
life’s progress there is a fork in the 
road where one must choose whether 
he will travel this way or that. It 
usually comes early in youth. Many a 












































Lesson for February 11 


fellow, before he is through with gram- 
mar school, is faced by the challenge 
of Jesus Christ to “follow me.” And 
he makes his own decision. None but 
he can decide whether he will go the 
Christ way or the Devil’s way. Others 
may counsel and advise, but he, himself, 
must choose. And it is bound to be a 
clear-cut decision. There is no compro- 
mising pathway. What may seem to be 
a compromise is only a camouflaged by- 
path into the Devil’s way. 

Satan establishes one of his strategic 
bases at this particular and critical fork 
in the road. Here he throws dust in 
the traveler’s eyes. Here he confronts 
him with many deceptions concerning 
the two ways. He tells him the Chris- 
tian way is a hard way; that it is filled 
with self-denial and the bearing of a 
cross (Luke 9:23); the Lord who calls 
you says so himself. On that road, 
Satan tells the traveler it is only rough 
going; there are no thrills, no “big 
white way,” no neon lights, no amuse- 
ment parks; one must pursue a drab, 
monotonous existence, going to church 
and prayer meetings being about the 
most exciting experience he will have; 
and then at the end there is really no 
certainty of a “celestial city,” for it has 
not been proved and no one has ever 
come back to tell us about it. 

On the other hand, Satan tells the 
traveler at the forks of the road the 
way of the world is a smooth and broad 
road, filled with the pleasures and de- 
lights that he is especially fitted to en- 
joy; the Creator has so made him that 
he may enjoy just those things. Would 
a just God fit his creature for the enjoy- 
ment of such, and then deny them to 
him? Surely not. Here they are before 
you in the broad, smooth way: handle 
them, taste them, see and, feel them. 
You can see they are certainties; why 
should one turn away from certainties 
to follow a vague hallucination which 
may never materialize — and with many 
hardships which are definitely promised 
to all who follow the Christ way? Don’t 
be a sap. 

A sober-thinking fellow will not be 
deceived by Satan’s talk. He has only 
to take a glance at that “broad way,” 
to see that Satan’s fair promises do not 
hold good. The fellows traveling that 
way are not getting any real satisfac- 
tions. There are brief moments of 
pleasure, and there is plenty of excite- 
ment, but the kind that leaves a ter- 
rific headache “the morning after” and 
ultimately winds up in distress, failure, 
and death — eternal death. 

In the Christ way there are joys 
which can only be experienced by trav- 
eling that way. Life in that road is 
built upon a real foundation —the eter- 
nal verities of God’s Word. “The stone 
which the builders rejected, the same is 
made the head of the corner” —or the 
corner stone (1 Pet. 2:7, marg.). The 
tragedy of learning too late comes to 
the fellow who makes the wrong choice 
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at the forks of the road —after life has 
been spent in the service of the Devil — 
and he finds himself the victim of a 
false guide. 

“There is a way that seemeth right 
unto a man, but the end thereof are the 
ways of death” (Prov. 16:25). “But the 
path of the just is as the shining light, 
that shineth more and more unto the 
perfect day” (Prov. 4:18). 

SARASOTA, FLA. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Beatrice E. Borchardt 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Goal.—To make the girls aware of the 
dangers when they or their comrades 
turn away from Christ. 


Activity.—Have you recently had a class 
party? This week Valentine’s Day will 
furnish a grand motive for a well-planned 
and wholesome party in the home of the 
teacher or one of the girls. 


Memory Verse.—‘‘He that believeth on 
him is not condemned: but he that be- 
lieveth not is condemned already, because 
he hath not believed in the name of the 
only begotten Son of God” (John 3:18). 











IRLS, what are some of the dangers 

of turning away from Christ? Let 
us study a few of the arguments which 
people present when they are asked to 
consider their relationship with the 
Lord Jesus Christ. In each case you 
may give your own answer to the prob- 
lem, or discuss the answers below: 

1. What difference would it make 
whether I accept Christ or not? Our 
Memory Verse gives a reply. “He that 
believeth . . . is not condemned: but 
he that believeth not is condemned al- 
ready.” 

2. Why is a person condemned? Refer 
to the Memory Verse again. It is not 
God that condemns; it is the individual’s 
own sin: “because he hath not believed 
in the name of the only begotten Son 
of God.” Compare Numbers 32:23 and 
Romans 6:23. 

3. I am not concerned with life after 
this. I am trying to live the best that 
I know how every day. Hasten to Ro- 
mans 3:12b: “There is none that doeth 
good, no, not one.” Apply 1 Corinthians 
15:19: “If in this life only we have 
hope in Christ, we are of all men most 
miserable.” 

4. Where will those who reject Christ 
spend eternity? Read the story that 
leads to Matthew 22:13: “Cast him into 
outer darkness; there shall be weeping 
and gnashing of teeth.” We may not be 
able to present a minute description of 
that place of constant sorrow, yet we do 
know from God’s Word that it will be 
a place eternally separated from the 
presence of God. For those who accept 
Christ, the Lord has promised a perma- 
nent habitation where there will be no 
weeping, and where “the Lamb is the 
light.” 
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5. What special advantage will it 
bring me if I do accept Christ? While 
this may sound like a selfish question, 
nevertheless the Lord has provided an 
answer. Can you discover it during the 
progress of the lesson? 

The essence of the first story in our 
lesson text (Matt. 21:28-43) surveys the 
entire theme of the Bible: Redemption 
from sin through Christ. 

Time—From the Age of Innocence in 
Eden through the present Age of 
Grace. 

Characters—The Redeemer, the Re- 
ceivers, and the Rejecters. 


Scene One opens as “a certain man” 
offers his first son the opportunity of 
choosing or declining to obey his father’s 
will. The son set up his own will in 
opposition: “I will not,” he announced. 
“But afterward he repented, and went” 
to work for his father in the vineyard. 

Scene Two shows the second son fac- 
ing the same problem. “I go, sir,” he 
said, because he may have thought the 
task was easy and that he could of his 
own self succeed. But his self-right- 
eousness failed him, and as he “went 
not”; his course led him away from his 
father’s vineyard. What made the dif- 
ference in the final outcome of these two 
sons? Was it the nature of their sin, 
for each, you notice, was a sinner? 

Apply verse 32 to present-day situa- 
tions. Since “the publicans and the har- 
lots believed,” their souls were “not con- 
demned.” On the other hand, “the chief 
priests and the elders of the people” 
(Matt. 21:23) repented not, and believed 
not. Therefore they were “condemned 
already.” 

cm * * * a 


Jews once were leaders in spreading 
the good news of salvation; now these 
leaders are Gentiles. Our second story 
gives the background for this change. 
Time—Old Testament days, and the days 

of Christ’s life. 
Characters— 
Householder—God 
Husbandmen—Israelites 
Servants—Prophets 
Son—The Lord Jesus 


Scene One—God’s prophets were re- 
jected. Scene Two—God’s Son was re- 
jected. Scene Three—The Kingdom of 
God was taken from Israel and given 
tao the Gentiles. The Israelites, as a 
nation, have retained  sin-blackened 
hearts because they have turned their 
backs upon the Light. 

(Refer to Lesson 1 for details about 
the Heart Poster. Prepare for today 
a black heart the size of the brown one 
with open doors.) 

What does this black heart represent? 
Theoretically black is an absence of 
light. A black body absorbs all color 
rays without separating or reflecting 
any. Is that not like the heart of one 
who turns away from Christ? She tries 


(Continued on page 81) 















Cartooning for Christ 





N A hot summer day a year ago last, 

summer a young American was, vis- 
iting in Sofia, Bulgaria, and he entered 
the United States Legation office .and 
asked if there were any mail for himself. 
“A cablegram from the United States,” 
he was told. Tearing open the envelope 
he read: “Congratulations, Vaughn, 
you’ve won the Pulitzer Prize.” ~The 
¢able was from Colonel Frank Knox, 
publisher of one of the greatest news- 
papers in the United States, the Chicago 
Daily News, and Republican Vice-Presi- 
dential candidate in 1936. The young 
man was Vaughn Shoemaker, one of the 
most popular newspaper cartoonists in 
America and chief cartoonist of the 
News. Still in his middle thirties, he 
had been honored by being made the 
News’ chief cartoonist when only 
twenty-two. Better still, he is a born- 
again Christian who believes in a prayer- 
answering God. 

The story of this remarkable Chris- 
tian cartoonist who, like Dr. E. J. Pace 
of THe Sunpay Scuoo. TIMEs, uses his 
God-given talent to set forth the Gospel 
of Christ, has been written for the 
Times by a personal friend of Shoe- 
maker, a talented young writer, Robert 
Walker. The article will tell of the 
cartoonist’s varied and effective Chris- 
tian activities and testimony, and of his 
conversion. It will be illustrated by a 
number of his most striking cartoons. 








Because of the 
Great Interest in 
Bible Prophecy 


We are continuing the offer 
of Dr. Trumbull’s Book— 


PROPHECY’S LIGHT ON TODAY 


in connection with the articles an- 
nounced on this page. A ten weeks 
subscription will include several of the 
articles, and a twenty-four weeks sub- 
scription will include all of them. 


In either case several of the Bauman 
articles yet to appear will be included. 


You may gct a copy of this beok in 
return for either— 


1. Six NEW ten weeks Get Ac- 
quainted subscriptions at 25 cents 
each — total for book and subscrip- 
tions, $1.50. 


2. Or Two NEW 24 weeks sub- 
scriptions at $1.00 each—total for 
book and subscriptions, $2.00. 


(Canadian subscriptions $1.10 each.) 


Please mention this announcement page when 
sending in your order. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO. 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


325 N. 13th Street 














How Can Christian Parents Train Their 
Children Against False Teaching in 
Schools; and Worldly Amusements, 
and into Christian Service? 


CHRISTIAN parent has sent an 

almost desperate plea to THe Sun- 
pay ScHoot Times for help to Christian 
parents in meeting the worldly and faith- 
destroying environment of the schools, 
the neighborhood, and the very atmos- 
phere we breathe. Here were three 
principal problems mentioned: 














The movies and other amusements. 

The longing to see their children 
enter God’s service. 

The teaching of evolution in schools. 


Parents who have met and solved these 
problems were asked to give their an- 
swers, and they have done so in a re- 
markably refreshing and practical series 
of articles which will be published in 
Tue Sunpay ScHoo.t TIMEs. 

For example, the mother of ten chil- 
dren tells of their home life from earliest 
infancy; how they came to love to go 
to church; how, when they were about 
fifteen, they were not “commanded” as 
to their amusements but were encour- 
aged to make their own decisions. Mod- 
ernistic and evolutionary ideas were 
pumped into a seventeen-year-old boy; 
how this was counteracted is told. 

This series is extraordinary because 
it sets forth actual experiences. 


The Coming Miracle of the 
Conversion of All Jews 








HAT hope is there for the Jews? 

There seemed to be high hope when, 
in 1922, Great Britain accepted from the 
Allied Powers a Mandate for Palestine; 
making herself responsible for putting 
into effect the Declaration of 1917 “in 
favor of the establishment in Palestine 
of a national home for the Jewish peo- 
ple.” For some years the most amazing 
things began happening in the Holy 
Land, — agricultural transformations, 
business and financial prosperity, — and 
Zionism flourished. Then came jealousy 
of the Arabs, riots, bloodshed, and it 
looked as though the prophecy of “Jeru- 
salem a burdensome stone” (Zech. 12:3) 
was beginning to be fulfilled. Now, 
after increasing riot and bloodshed, Brit- 
ain has abandoned her pledge. 

But God’s Word stands. He has prom- 
ised Israel to bring her people . back 
to the Land from the whole world. And 
the miracle of the conversion of all Jews 
is coming. Pastor William John Scott, 
Emeritus President of Vancouver Bible 
School, has written a remarkable article 
for THe SunpAy ScHooL Times showing 
that, at the coming of the Lord, all Jews 
will be converted, — both those who are 














There are yet to come many of 
Dr. Bauman’s tremendous articles 


on Prophecy and the War. All 
these articles, and many more rich 
features, may be secured by a 
24-weeks subscription for $1 (Can- 
ada $1.10) if sent promptly to The 
Sunday School Times Company. 











then out of the Land and will return to 
the Land in belief, and the multitudes 
who will have already returned to the 
Land in unbelief: all will be converted: 
not a solitary one shall be left unsaved. 


Rodeheaver's Sensational Facts 
About the Cigarette 


T IS an amazing story Homer Rode- 

heaver will tell about cigarettes, in 
THE SunpAy ScHoot Times. We all 
know something of the deadly work of 
the popular “coffin nail,” but few of us 
have known any such sensational facts 
as “Rody,” the evangelistic song leader 
who was Billy Sunday’s teammate for 
many years, has brought together. 

He discloses disastrous facts about the 
propaganda of tobacco companies that 
mislead the public. He shows the exas- 
peration of the popular football coach, 
Bill Roper, because of “the flaming bill- 
boards with the pictures of several ex- 
football players, coaches, and officials, 
advertising a certain brand of ciga- 
rettes.” Roper says that if this sort of 
cigarette advertising continues, “it will 
do more to undermine the good results 
accomplished by the game in building 
up the health of the boys and young 
men of this country than anything else.” 

Rodeheaver deals frankly with the 
effect of cigarette smoking on girls and 
women, especially on young mothers 
and unborn babies, and quotes Dr. How- 
ard Kelly as saying that he would not 
operate on women who were cigarette 
smokers, for “it is very difficult to pre- 
dict what might happen in an operation.” 

No parent, teacher, boy, or girl can 
afford to miss these terrific revelations. 








Why the Emphasis on the 
Blood of Christ? 


MEMBER of a modern religious 

movement that calis itself Christian 
said recently, “I don’t see why some 
people talk so much about the blood 
of Christ.” One of the leading officers 
of an evangelical Protestant church has 
said: “I don’t believe in emphasizing 
the death of Christ so much; it was his 
life, not his death, that was of greatest 
importance.” Yet no one can read the 
New Testament without finding contin- 
ual emphasis upon the shed blood of 
Christ as the only way of salvation. 
Dr. Will H. Houghton, President of 
Moody Bible Institute, will deal with 
this question convincingly. 




































































Lesson for February 11 


(Continued from page 79) 


to absorb for herself all that which is 
best in life, but never is she able to 
reflect the radiance of heavenly Love 
and Life and Light to a waiting world. 

Now can you give a convincing an- 
swer to the last of our opening ques- 
tions: What special advantage will it 
bring me if I do accept Christ? Here 
are a few normal desires of human 
hearts. Note our need of the Lord in 
each instance. 

1. We desire to be “good” individuals, 
yet we cannot be good without Christ 
(Isa. 64:6). 

2. We long to be satisfied, yet we can- 
not be satisfied without him (Psa. 107: 
9). 

3. We want to “get along well” with 
people, yet we cannot truly please others 
without the love of Christ in our hearts 
(John 15:12, 13). 

4. We need inner comfort and peace, 
but these can never be complete without 
the Comforter (John 14:16). 

5. We love to anticipate pleasure, yet 
all of our anticipations will come to a 
sudden and tragic conclusion if we turn 
our backs upon the Redeemer (Psa. 16: 
11; Rev. 4:11). 

One of you may hide this black heart 
behind our Heart Poster to show that 
rejecters will forever be hidden from 
the presence of the Heavenly Father, 
and now let us make our heart verses 
for this lesson our closing prayer (Psa. 
139: 23, 24). 

Next week we shall consider the very 
timely problem of “getting along with 
our neighbors.” Learn Matthew 22:21. 


ALPAUGH, CALIF. 


For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Use two boys in the class. 











HE lesson today is about two sons, 

and we are going to make believe 
they are Bill and John here. These 
boys were brothers. One morning the 
father said to one of them, “Son, I want 
you to go out and work in the vine- 
yard today.” Bill, you be this boy. What 
should you say to your father? Of 
course you should say, “Yes, Father, I 
will.” But you didn’t; you said, “No, 
I won’t go.” 

But after you thought about it a little, 
you were ashamed, and so you went 
out the back way to the vineyard, and 
went to work. 

But the father had asked John to go 
and work in the vineyard; and John, 
you were as nice and polite as could be, 
and said, “Sure, Dad, I’ll go.” But what 
happened to you? One of the fellows 
came along and whistled for you and 
you went off to a football game, and 
never thought about the work again all 
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day. In the evening, you said to your- 
self, “I promised Dad I’d go and work 
today, but Dad loves me and he will 
forgive me, anyhow.” 

Now, children, which boy pleased his 
father? Bill did, you know. Of course 
it would have been better if he had not 
said to his father at first, “I won’t.” But 
he was sorry and obeyed. 

Why do you suppose we have a les- 
son like this? Sometimes little people 
act just as these big boys did, and they 
should obey when they are little, and 
then they will not have such a hard time 
to obey wher they are grown up. The 
boys and girls that obey their parents 
are not the ones that we have to have 
policemen to look after when they grow 
up; no, indeed. It is the child who did 
not obey parents or teachers that makes 
us trouble later. 

But there is something else in this les- 
son. When Jesus came to live on the 
earth, he came to die for the sinner, and 
Jesus is asking every person, little .or 
big, to accept him as Saviour, and let 
him bear their sin. Some people are 
saying “No” to him. Some of them say 
“No” to Christ for years, and then they 
repent and obey him, and go to work 
in his vineyard. 

Then there are people who say to the 
Lord, “Oh, yes, I’ll accept you as my 
Saviour, and I'll give my life to your 
service.” And then they go away and 
forget all about Jesus; they never ac- 
cept him, and they live for themselves 
all their life long. 

Which kind of child are you going to 
be— obedient or disobedient? Which 
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kind of answer are you giving Jesus 
Christ? Are ‘you obeying him? You 
all want to live forever in Heaven, and 
there is just one way to reach there, and 
that ‘is through the Lord Jesus Christ, 
who says, “I am the way, the truth, and 
the life: no man cometh unto the Father, 
but by me” (John 14:6). I want every 
one of you to print the first part of the 
verse, for it is our Golden Text, and I] 
do so much’ want you all to let Christ 
be. your Way. 


Mopesto, CALIF. 
w 


In ordering goods or in making inquiry con- 
cérning anything advertised in this paper, you 
will oblige the publishers, as well as the ad- 
vertiser, by stating that you saw the adver- 

t in The Sunday School Times. 


Story Cut-Outs 
for your SCENIC BOARD 


Present the Bible 
| stories in a new, 
| fascinating manner 
with beautiful cut- 
outs. Watch the 
story unfold step 
by step as you place 
the Biblical char- 
acters on your 
scenic board. Tave 
advantage of un- 
usual offer of sam- 
ple package of cut- 
outs for six different 

ible stories for 
only $2.00, Cata- 

ue of cut-outs. 
















Also free instruc- 
tions for making 
and using your own Scenic Board. Order today from 


SBTORY-O-GRAPHS 
Dept. T., P. 0. Box 145, Pasadena, California 





MORE Bo 
and Girle> 











With the 
Soul-catching Power of 
this COMPLETE TEACHING SYSTEM 


ALL Bible and the WHOLE Bible. Teaching material that Pastors, 7... -hers’ and 


Superintendents and Teachers univ 
new Sunday Schools each week. 


Adopted by fifteen Ly whaenonemel 


depar:ments. 


ALL-BIBLE GRADED SERIES of Sunday School Lessons 


Tested and proved in thousands of schools. Embodies the recognized pedagogical 


rinciple of 


departmental grading. Wins boys and girls the Bible way. “The best Spnaeg, School literature I 


have ever seen or u 
manuals 25c, Pupils’ 


sed,” writes one pastor. 
Oc. 


Beginners through Teacher Training. Teachers’ 


“4SUPERIOR’’ SUMMER SCHOOL SERIES 


New last year. Now revised, improved and extended with new units. Covers Beginners, Primary, 
junices and Intermediate Srepsoumanse. Will make your D. V. B.S. successful as never before. 


eachers’ manuals, 25c; Pup 


SIX-POINT RECORD SYSTEM 


Simple, economical, practical. Helps any school become larger, stronger, 


more spiritual. 


THE CHURCH SCHOOL PROMOTER 


Magazine chock-full of practical methods, stim: toting suggens and 
ait yout, ve or move O0e each. sign. add 


inspiring experiences. $1.00 
25c each. Sample copy 10c. 


Write today for full information and free samples. 
THE SCRIPTURE PrEss, INC. 


* workbook, 10c. 





FREE 
SAMPLE 


Gompendium of 780 Les- 
ons, All Bible Graded 
Beries; also Compendi- 
° or’’ Sum. 
mer Schoo! Series and 
sample forms Six-Point 
Record System—all 
Free. Enclose 10¢ 
toward mailing cost, 
800 North Clark St. Write today. 

Dept. S$ Chicago, Ill. 
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This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 76) 


1. Religion without reality. The’ self- 
righteous nation of the Jews, who bore no 
fruit for God. 


2. The first represents the legalist who 
fails to keep the promises he makes; the 
second, the repentant sinner. 

3. Because they realize their lost and 
needy condition and so avail themselves of 
the Saviour provided. 

4. His earthly people, Israel. 

5. The first were the leaders of the Jews; 
the others were the prophets. 

6. Joseph (see Gen. 37:19, 20). 

7. The rejection of Christ by those he 
came to bless. 

8. He was rejected and crucified, but God 
raised him from the dead, and made him 
the chief Cornerstone in the temple of liv- 
ing stones. 

9. The privileges and blessings of the 
Gospel. 

10. First, the self-righteous; second, those 
who are saved; third, the false professor. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











February 18. “Neither Jew nor Greek.” Col. 
3:9-17. 


. 





Sunday, February 11 
“Liberty and Justice for All” 
(Matt. 7:12; 25:34-36) 
(Race Relations Sunday) 





Mon.—Liberty for an Ethiopian (Acts 8: 


35-39). 

Tues.—Christ’s great mission (Isa. 61:1- 
3). 

Wed.—Proper use of liberty (Gal. 5:1, 6, 
13, 14). 


Thurs.—Justice promised (Jer. 23:5, 6). 

Fri.—Kindness to enemies (2 Kings 6:18- 
23). 

Sat.—A foreigner healed (Mark 7:24-30). 











HILE we rightly hold liberty and 
justice for all as an ideal politi- 
cally and economically in our nation, 
when it comes to our relationship to 
God these are not enough. A promi- 
nent judge was once passing through 
a jail. One of the prisoners, recogniz- 
ing him, began to cry out for help. 
“There, there, my good man,” said 
the judge consolingly, “do not make 
such a disturbance. I will see that you 
have justice.” 
“Justice?” cried the man. “That is 
not what I want. What I need is mercy.” 
If God were to mete out justice to 
the human race it would long since have 
perished, The Bible gives us one long 
record of God’s goodness, patience, and 
forbearance, over against which is shown 
in dark contrast man’s willfulness and 
disobedience and: ingratitude and sin, 
until we find Paul crying out, “There 
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is none righteous, no, not one” (Rom. 3: 

10). 

‘It is not God’s justice that man needs, 
but his mercy, —not the meeting out to 
us of what we deserve, but the with- 
holding of what we deserve and the 
giving of that which we do not deserve. 

It is just such mercy that God has 
shown to man down through the cen- 
turies, and which found its consumma- 
tion on the cross, when God’s own Son 
took upon himself the blow that should 
have fallen upon us. What was our 
just desert fell upon him, and all the 
goodness of God that should have been 
his was transferred to us so that we 
might. find forgiveness and restitution 
and blessing and peace. 

% 

That this mercy of God was designed 
for all is shown in the fact that “God 
is not willing that any should perish, 
but that all should come to repentance” 
(2 Pet. 3:9); and that “God so loved 
the world, that he gave his only begot- 
ten Son, that whosoever believeth in 
him should not perish, but have ever- 
lasting life” (John 3:16). The only con- 
dition God has placed upon his gift of 
love and mercy is man’s acceptance of 
it!) “All the fitness he requireth is to 
feel your need of him.” All man has 
to do to be saved is to believe that the 
Lord Jesus is God’s Son and that he 
died on the cross for him. Therefore 
God’s mercy is for all. 

4 

And wrapped up with God’s gift of 
mercy for all who will accept it is also 
his gift of liberty for all. Unregener- 
ate man mistakenly thinks that he is a 
free agent. God’s Word tells us plainly 
that he is a slave, in bondage to sin. 
At first, sin may seem like liberty, but 
when sin has had free course in the life, 
men begin to feel its bondage and power 
and to long for freedom. 

When men are willing to accept sal- 
vation through Christ, at once God de- 
livers them from the bondage of sin’s 
penalty. He blotted out on the cross 
“the handwriting of ordinances that was 
against us, which was contrary to us, 
and took it out of the way, nailing it 
to his cross” (Col. 2:14). No more in 
God’s court of justice can the old pen- 
alty of sin that was against us be held 
to our account, because it is written 
to the account of his Son who bore the 
penalty for us. To our account is im- 
puted the righteousness of Christ him- 
self. 

But God goes even farther than this, 
if we will let him. He frees us from 
dominion of sin here and now. Even 
the youngest of us know something of 
the power of sin in habit and in daily 
life. Paul knew it, for he cried out, 
“O wretched man that I am! who shall 
deliver me from the body of this death?” 
(Rom. 7:24.) But Paul also came to 
know the glory of the deliverance 
through the spirit of life in Christ Jesus 
which made him “free from the law of 
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sin and death,”—free from the power 
of sin in the daily life (Rom. 8:1, 2). “If 
the Son therefore shall make you free, 
ye shall be free indeed” (John 8:36). 

A ye 

Here again, this glorious liberty is 
for all who will have it. It is ours, 
through yielding all that we have and 
are to the Lord Jesus, and trusting him. 
It is ours by letting him, moment by 
moment, live out his life in us. Glori- 
ous as is the liberty and justice for 
all guaranteed by our Constitution in 
America, infinitely better is the liberty 
and mercy for all that God offers us 
as a free gift through his Son. Have 
you accepted it, are you enjoying it, 
and helping others to know about it? 

PHILADELPHIA. 





Children at Home 








Martha 
By Samuel Scoville, Jr. 


MISTY full moon shone in mid- 

sky, with silver-gray clouds drift- 
ing across its face, while the white tree 
crickets sang their high, shrill notes on 
this last night of September. 

Four of us had met at my cabin and 
were to start early the next morning 
to explore that lonely, lovely settle- 
ment known as Martha, in the very 
heart of the Barrens. There, in 1750, 
some four hundred people lived and 
worked at a great forge in Southern New 
Jersey, where many of the cannon balls 
used during the Revolution were made 
from the bog iron which underlies most 
of the Barrens. 

Before dinner I had a long swim in 
the soft, stinging-cold water of the 
stream, and slept the long, unbroken 
sleep that comes to one in that pine- 
scented air. 

The next morning we started due 
south and passed the deserted Matthew 
Randolph House where a treasure of 
antique chairs was once found, and the 
Hedger House and many another de- 
serted dwelling of the old iron days. 

Finally we found our way through a 
maze of twisting roads and across rickety 
bridges to where a huge pile of slag 
showec dimly beneath overshadowing 
trees and tangled underbrush. That was 
all that was left of the forge, whose 
owner had named it after his wife, Mar-- 
tha, some two hundred years ago. 

All around it the workmen and their 
families had lived, but only a few cellar 
holes were left of their houses. Yet 
even in the deep woods and overgrown 
fields were traces of the folk that had 
once lived there. Here and there were 
stunted pear trees, which had begun to 
grow thorns like their desert ancestors. 
Then there were sundry Independence 






























































Lesson for February 11 


trees showing here and there. Most of 
our modern botanists don’t know any 
tree by that name. Soon after the 
Revolution they were brought in from 
the Far East and as their purple blos- 
soms bloomed about the Fourth of July, 
they received the name of Independence 
trees. Today they are known as catal- 
pas. 

Then, along the side of the road, we 
found hazel bushes which were brought 
down from the north by early settlers. 
Finally, one of the botanists came to us 
waving the branch of a tree in his 
hand. 

“Look what I’ve found,” he said show- 
ing it to his rival. It was then that I 
learned the technique employed by 
eminent scientists. It was evident that 
the second botanist had no idea what 
the tree was. Did he confess his igno- 
rance? No scientist would do that. Ex- 
amining the bough carefully, he handed 
it back saying enthusiastically, 

“So it is.” 

“So what is,” I pressed him. 

“You tell him, Lee,” he said to the 
other. “You found it and I want you 
to have all the credit.” 

He didn’t have to tell me. I’m no 
botanist but I knew that tree. I could 
recognize its bark, its leaf, and even 
the gummy budsheath with its agree- 
able balsamic fragrance. 

I learned that tree for life at the 
parsonage at Stamford, Connecticut, 
many, many years ago. There, a ten- 
year-old boy, I climbed a_ balm-of- 
gilead tree, also known as the balsam 
poplar, and swung on a large limb. It 
broke and dropped me on a picket fence, 
and I spent weary weeks in bed, and 
learned (a) the name of the tree, (b) 
that it is not to be trusted by climbers. 

Leaving the site of Martha we finally 
came to a great marsh, one of the most 
interesting botanically in all south Jer- 
sey. There we began a hunt for the 
second rarest fern in Eastern America. 
The rarest is the hart’s-tongue, whose 
long green leaves look somewhat like 
the leaves of a cornstalk. It is found 
at Watkins Glen in New York State, at 
a station in Kentucky, and at one other 
station in Canada, but so far as I know 
has never been discovered elsewhere. 

The fern that we were looking for, 
however, the schizea or curly grass, was 
of a very different breed. It is perhaps 
the smallest of all thé ferns, and is easily 
overlooked. 

I followed the experts through the 
marsh until finally at the base of a tiny 
white cedar in the sphagnum moss, one 
of the botanists showed me a specimen. 
It looked exactly like a tiny, green, un- 
curled watch spring, about three inches 
long, and all around it grew the fox- 
tails, a species of the large lycopodium 
which we used to call ground pine and 
from which was extracted the brown 
powder which was used in flashlight 
photography. ; 

For a long time I tried vainly to find 
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a specimen of curly. grass by: myself, 
but each time it was so tiny that I over- 
looked it. Finally, however, keeping in 
mind the combination of cedar, sphag- 
num and foxtail, I did manage to locate 
one, which not only had the tiny spiral 
leaf but a fruiting frond, a long stem 
with a tiny seed pod at the end. 

Thereafter we plodded back through 
the pouring rain, soaked but satisfied. 

HAVERFORD, Pa. 

+ 4 


The Whitwell Evangelistic Party 


HE Whitwell Evangelistic Party, rep- 

resenting the Old Fashioned Revival 
Hour of which the Rev. Charles E. Fuller 
is Director, has been greatly ‘blessed of 
God to the conversion of many -souls, 
and the bringing of many to full sur- 
render to the Lord. Mr. and Mrs, Cutler 
B. Whitwell are the speakers, and Don 
M. Allen is the brilliant young pianist 
who travels with them. Mr. Whitwell 
is a graduate of Columbia University, 
New York, and: Mrs. Whitwell a graduate 
of Barnard College of Columbia Uni- 
versity. Both are also graduates of the 
Bible Institute of Los Angeles. Their 
meetings in the near future are as fol- 
lows: 





Feb. 4-18.—First Presbyterian Church, Olney, 
Philadelphia. 


Feb. 19-25.—Maryland 
Church, Washington, D. C. 

March 3-17.—Edgewater Baptist Church, Rock 
Island, Il. 

March 18-31.—Union Gospel Mission; Sioux 
Falls, S. Dak. 

April %-21.—Berean Fundamental 
Denver, Colo. 

April 28 to May 12.—First Baptist Church, 
Strathmore, Calif. 

The Whitwell Party may be addressed 
at 51 E. Walnut St., Pasadena, Calif. 


Avenue Baptist 


Church, 





With the New Books 











The Arrows of the Lord. By Leland 
Wang. (Zondervan Publishing House, 
Grand Rapids, Mich., 50 cents.) Winsome, 
appealing, and heart-warming are these 
messages by one of China’s Christian 
leaders and evangelists. Gospel truths 
and Scripture narratives that are well 
known are set forth in a new and re- 
freshing manner, and the illustrations are 
original, sometimes touched with kindly 
humor, and sometimes with moving 
pathos. The book contains ten messages. 
All are clearly outlined, and Scripture 
references are given throughout. It is 
not only a book for Christians, but also 
for the unsaved, for the way of sal- 
vation is shown in every chapter. 


The God Who Matters. By a London 
Journalist. (Pickering and Inglis, Ltd., 
Glasgow, Scotland, 1 shilling; and Loiz- 
eaux Bros., New York.) If the pen be 
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mightier than the sword, then a news- 
Paper man who ties his pen to the Sword 
of the Word must be doubly powerful, 
an adjective which is none too strong to 
describe the messages of this unnamed 
British journalist. In the present vol- 
ume—there are at least eleven others 
—the reader learns first that the men 
who declare there is no God are the 
very ones to call upon him in their hour 
of extremity. Next, he is shown that 
although God is unsearchable so far as 
man is concerned, he has revealed him- 
self through his Word; and furthermore, 
that he stands waiting, like the great 
ocean tides, to fill man’s little hole in 
the sand, while the sea of his infinite 
resources remains as if untouched. 
The chapters following consider the 
“God of the Wonderful Name,” “The 
God of Jacob,” “The God Who Rises 
Early,” and “The God Who Forgives.” 
This ties the thread of thought to God 
the Son as Prince of Peace, Kinsman- 
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TORCH AND SWORD 


in its 3rd edition has an even wider appeal and brings t' e 
why and how of Mer ay | in a life as well as giving the 
history and methods of Miracle Book Club, the worl:- 
wide study groups for the ee) 7 and high school ag - 
192 pages, 75cts. MBC, 131-15th, Richmond, Calif. 












NNUAL VOLUM 
BET'S 
SELECT NOTES 


WIELBUK AA. AATI HELD b 
Tif WORLDS Gris TE v c¢ 
THE UNIFORKY OUND S 


MENIAKY ON 
CHVOL LESSONS 


INDISPENSIBLE $q.00 Post 


TO TEACHERS 
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“As the Twig is Bent!” 


In after life, we are what we became when 
we were young. It is important therefore 
that the children of Christian parents at- 
tend a Christian college. How much 
more important, then, a Christian educa- 
tional environment during their eardier 
and more formative high school years. 

Houghton Preparatory is distinctively a school 
with a unique Christian atmosphere. 

Fully accredited, and with a high average 
of scholastic attainments; yet placing 
Christian character in advance of all mere 
scholarship; it is no wonder that the norm 

_ of Christian manhood and womanhood in 
its graduates is exceptionally high. Ath- 
letic and extra-curricular activities are 
varied and expenses low. 

A postal will bring full details. 
Address Dept. T-140 
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Redeemer, and Weeping Saviour. Other 
titles, such as “God in a Picture Frame,” 
“The God Who Never Exaggerates,” and 
“The God of Revival,” show something 
of the meatiness of these messages, the 
purpose of which is to prove the experi- 
ence of God in a believing soul, —a fact 
which metaphysicians of all ages have 
never been able to discredit. 





For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 











Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lesson, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


February 5 to 11 


Mon.—Matthew 21:28-32. The Peril of Unbelief. 

Prayer Succestions: “And ye, when 
ye had seen it, repented not.” The dan- 
gerous state and outcome of unbelief is 
often overlooked. The peril of unbe- 
lief is the greatest known to man, It 
is dangerous and fatal. Exclusion from 


- WANTED 


Christian young ladies, ages 18 to 35, either for 
training in mental nursing or for general work. Apply 
Supervisor of Nurses 


CHRISTIAN SANATORIUM 





Midland Park, N. J. 


THE MYSTERY OF EAST 


MOUNTAIN TEMPLE 
By John Bechtel 


An exciting account of the triumph of the gos- 
pel as two young Chinese Christians solve a 
baffling temple mystery. An intensely interest- 
ing oriental narrative of bandits in league with a 
temple attendant. A teen-age gospel story that 
older folks will insist on reading. Complete with 
Chinese characters, half-tone illustrations and 
native color. 127 pages, cloth $1.00. 


BIBLE INSTITUTE COLPORTAGE ASS’N 
837 North Wells Street Chicago, Ill. 








Ezekiel 38 and 39 


THE KEYNOTE OF PROPHECY 


in a series of four illuminating articles, with other pro- 
phetic messages dealing with the present European 
conflict, by DAVID L. COOPER, Ph.D. 
Start January — don’t miss a single issue 
Send your gr now for year’s subscription to 
BIBLICAL RESEARCH MONTHLY 
$x year Single copy,1%xc Canada and Foreign $1.10 
4417 Berenice Avenue, Los Angeles, Calif. 








MATERIAL-FOR EASTER PROGRAMS 


s R E ia New catalogue of service-programs, descrip- 

tions of Pageant Cantata. Book of dramas. 
NEW-EASTER HELPER No. 26—Only 25c. 139 selec- 
specials with action, pantomimes, 6 
songs. Not sent for examination. 


FAIREST LORD JESUS. Easy pageant cantata (12 
characters) 30c. 


THREE DRAMAS in one book. All interesting and im- 
pressive. 25c. Send for examination copies. 
SPECIAL OFFER. Send 30c for one each of 
above. Value 80c. Only one to each School. 






Jacksen Bivd., Chicago, Ill. 
Bec isth st. Philadelphia: Pa. 
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“the city of God” is the ultimate lot of 
the “unbelieving.” “The fearful, and 
unbelieving . . . shall have their part 
in the lake which burneth with fire 
and brimstone: which is the second 
death” (Rev. 21:8). Pray for the Amer- 
ican Scripture Gift Mission, Philadel- 
phia. 
Tues.—Matthew 21:33-43. 
The Peril of Rejection. 

PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “The kingdom of 
God shall be taken from you.” Multi- 
tudes were awakened by the preaching 
of John the Baptist, and Christ, who 
later “fell back.” Doubtless Judas was 
a very much awakened man; but he 
did not receive Christ with all his heart. 
The foolish virgins went far toward the 
wedding feast but at last were excluded. 
Mercies despised shall be taken away. 
Pray for Cuba Evangelization Society, 
Jaruco, Cuba. 


Wed.—Mark 6:1-6. The Rejection of Nazareth. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Without honour 
but in his own country, and among his 
own kin.” Through the artifice of Satan, 
Christ was rejected by his own towns- 
people. They turned steppingstones of 
grace into stumbling blocks. You, too, 
may have opposition from your friends 
and neighbors, and because of their 
unbelief be limited in your holy service 
to them. Be of good cheer. Christ who 
suffered thus went on his way “teach- 
ing” others. Go on in the good way 
through good report and ill. Pray for 
the Faith Mountain Mission of Kentucky. 


Thurs.—1 Samuel 8:1-9. Israel Rejects God. 

PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “They have not 
rejected thee, but they have rejected 
me.” Samuel smarted when Israel made 
the judicial failures of his sons an oc- 
casion for asking a king. In his grief 
he went to God in prayer. God com- 
forted him by saying: “They have not 
rejected thee, but they have rejected 
me.” God is afflicted in your affliction 
when it comes to you in the pathway 
of duty. Pray for Famine Orphanages, 
Chinkiang, China. 


Fri.—John 12:44-50. Rejection and Judgment. 

PRAYER SuGGEsSTIONS: “Though he had 
done so many miracles before them, yet 
they believed not on him” (v. 37). God’s 
threatenings, if not heeded, will be car- 
ried out. Disobedience and rebellion 
bring their own fitting judgments. Those 
who will not have God’s counsel, and 
will not turn at his reproof, will find 
that fear will come as a desolation 
(Prov. 1:22-30). God gives up impeni- 
tent sinners to hardness of heart (Rom. 
1:21-32). Pray for the Netherlands East 
Indies. 


Sat.—Isaiah 30:8-14. Rejection and Destruction. 
PRAYER SvuGGEsTIONS: “He shall not 


spare.” Israel’s sins drew forth God’s 
reproof from the prophet. God’s law of 
sowing and reaping is inescapable. 


“Whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he 
also reap” (Gal. 6:7). “It is a fearful 
thing to fall into the hands of the living 
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God” (Heb. 10:31). Pray for Raymond 
Lull Home, Tangier, Morocco, North Af- 
rica, 
Sun.—Ephesians 2:11-18. 
Restoration through Christ. 

PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “Made nigh by 
the blood of Christ” (v. 13). Eternity 
will be all too short to show forth the 
excellencies of the redeeming death of 
Christ. The theme ever will be worthy 
of the most exalted thoughts, and of 
deepest veneration. Restoration through 
Christ embraces the incarnation, mani- 
festations in his life, word, and works, 
his death as an atonement for sin, his 
burial, resurrection, ascension, exalta- 
tion, and reign. Glorying in the cross 
is wise and safe. Pray for Luanza Mis- 
sion, Congo Belge, Africa. 
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